Thinkers of the Enlightenment

	Rene Descartes

Emphasized the power of human reason and that reason and not tradition should rule the discovery of truth

	John Locke

 Believed that all people possess natural rights; including life, liberty and property. Government’s job is to protect these rights and if not the people have the right to overthrow it.
	Baron de Montesquieu

 Believed that powers should be separated into 3 branches-legislative, judicial and executive (sound familiar?!). Separation would prevent tyranny and provide checks-and-balances.
	Voltaire
 Believed in free speech and the right of the individual to criticize the government and the Church (Voltaire was penalized for his actions against the Church & state).
	

	Rousseau
Authored The Social Contract which stated that people are naturally good but corrupted by the evil of society. In agreeing to be governed people give up some of their rights as individuals for the common good of all governed. The will of the majority (common will) outweighs individual needs.
	Mary Wollstonecraft
Wrote extensively on the rights of female citizens to be educated and to contribute to society by being active (outside the home) and in politics (i.e. voting) at the time these ideas were seen as radical and subversive.
	Thomas Hobbes
Wrote Leviathan in support of absolute monarchy and against democratic or “anarchical” ideas. Hobbes believed that a strong ruler was a necessity to keep people under control or society would break down into chaos. 
	Thomas Jefferson 
Extensively read all prior and contemporary Enlightenment thinkers and was highly influenced by many of their ideas. He was also a Deist and believed in natural or scientific laws governing human behavior rather than the laws of the Church. Directly integrated Locke’s principals into his
writings.
	 


