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In A Lesson Before Dying, the issues racism and inequality are predominant topics

throughout the novel. They affect how the characters live, how they are treated and how

they act. Specifically, Grant and Vivian’s circumstances are affected

“ieir race and the

par 1). He is discouraged by his community and their seemingly permanent inability to

change and to gain more respect and power for themselves. Grant becomes frustrated,

bitter, and then reluctant to help his community, namely Jefferson, when asked. David E.

Vancil writes that Grant must “be delivered from his own malaise of...
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