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To My Dear and Loving Husband
Anne Bradstreet

If ever two were one, then surely we.
If ever man were loved by wife, then thee;
If ever wife was happy in a man,
Compare with me, ye women, if you can.
I prize thy love more than whole mines of gold	5
Or all the riches that the East doth hold.
My love is such that rivers cannot quench,
Nor ought but love from thee, give recompense.
Thy love is such I can no way repay,
The heavens reward thee manifold, I pray.		10
Then while we live, in love let’s so persevere
That when we live no more, we may live ever.

	
	1.
	The main point of the first four lines is to

	
	
	(a)  Pose questions for the reader to think about
(b)  Plant a seed of doubt in the mind of the reader
(c)  Emphasize the cold marriage between the speaker and her husband
(d)  Emphasize the power of the love between the speaker and her husband

	
	
	

	
	2.
	Lines five and six express which of the following:

	
	
	(a)  The speaker would trade in her love for “whole mines of gold…or all the riches that the East doth hold”
(b)  The love between the speaker and her husband is worth more than “whole mines of gold…or all the riches that the East doth hold”
(c)  The speaker has given up “whole mines of gold…or all the riches that the East doth hold” to be with her husband
(d)  The speaker has traveled countless distances and lost immeasurable amounts of money, all to be with her husband

	
	
	
	

	
	3.
	Line seven, which states that “My love is such that rivers cannot quench,” illustrates which of the following:

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  Loving someone as strongly as the speaker does makes a person tired and thirsty
(b)  The speaker’s love is as strong as a powerful river
(c)  The speaker’s love flows endlessly for her husband.
(d)  If the speaker’s love were a thirst, no river would be able to satisfy it

	
	
	

	
	4.
	The rhyme scheme for this poem is which of the following:

	
	
	(a)  A-A-B-B-C-C, etc.
	(c)  A-B-C-A-B-C, etc.

	
	
	(b)  A-B-A-B-A-B, etc.
	(d)  There is no rhyme scheme

	
	
	
	

	
	5.
	What beliefs does the poem reflect?

	
	
	(a)  Feelings and emotions other than love can hold a marriage together
(b)  Love is not important, since the ultimate goal in life is to earn rewards in heaven
(c)  Love for one’s spouse and a hope for salvation are important beliefs
(d)  In Puritan society, a man and woman were considered equals in marriage

	
	
	

	
	6.
	How can the poem help modern readers to connect with the lives of the early settlers?

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  The poem reminds us of universals that transcend the passing of centuries
(b)  The poem shares the uselessness of a committed and loving relationship
(c)  The poem provides advice on how to achieve a loving, fulfilling relationship
(d)  The poem provides insight into the dating and relationship patterns of early settlers, which are similar to teenagers today
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	7.
	What do the mom and grandma disagree about?

	
	
	(a)  The mom believes that the daughter needs to become more religious, while the grandma does not
(b)  The grandma believes all rooms should be clean and tidy, while the mom does not
(c)  The mom says things are to be used, while the grandma thinks comfort can be found in nonmaterial goods
(d)  The mom thinks the speaker should spend more time with her family, while that grandma thinks the speaker should work to become independent

	
	
	

	
	8.
	The setting of this poem is most likely

	
	
	(a)  funeral
	(c)  family picnic

	
	
	(b)  hair parlor
	(d)  restaurant




	
	9.
	As used in the poem, “Moon River” most likely refers to

	
	
	(a)  a movie
	(c)  a song

	
	
	(b)  a famous line from a poem
	(d)  the title of a poem

	
	
	
	

	
	10.
	What is the reader led to believe has happened to the grandma?

	
	
	(a)  she has been moved into a nursing home
(b)  she has been forced to move out of the home in which she raised her family
(c)  she has cut all ties with her family
(d)  she has passed away

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	11.
	The line “Mom says things harden with age” most likely means

	
	
	(a)  as we grow older, we become physically stronger
(b)  the mom has a cynical worldview
(c)  people change their emotional perspectives as they age
(d)  things deteriorate as they grow older 

	
	
	

	
	12.
	In line 25, the poet’s use of a colon (:) helps to

	
	
	(a)  distinguish and set off the lesson learned by the speaker
(b)  break up the poem without any consideration given to meaning
(c)  signify that a list of items will follow
(d)  describe the setting of the poem 





I Am Offering This Poem
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	13.
	The form of the poem can best be described as a

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  sonnet
	(c)  free verse

	
	
	(b)  lyrical poem
	(d) soliloquy

	
	
	
	

	
	14.
	The poet most likely arranged the physical layout of the poem to

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  emphasize the phrase “I love you”
(b)  create stanzas that would conflict and contrast
(c)  catch the reader’s eye
(d)  reflect concrete poetry, or a type of poetry that emphasizes such things as typeface, structure, and layout to create a visual image of the topic

	
	
	

	
	15.
	The first stanza contains examples of these two literary terms

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  personification and metaphor
(b)  simile and alliteration
(c)  personification and simile
(d)  metaphor and imagery

	
	
	

	
	16.
	What does the speaker propose is the one thing people require for existence?

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  food
	(c)  love

	
	
	(b)  water
	(d)  happiness

	
	
	
	

	
	17.
	What is the “it” the speaker is referring to in the following line:
“Keep it, treasure this as you would if you were lost, needing direction, in the wilderness life becomes when mature…”

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  a scarf
	(c)  love

	
	
	(b)  family 
	(d)  hard work



	
	18.
	The line, “I am offering this poem to you / since I have nothing else to give” suggests that

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  the speaker is wealthy
(b)  the speaker has already given everything he or she has
(c)  the speaker does not have a lot of wealth or material goods
(d)  the gift is less than what the recipient deserves



since feeling is first
E.E. Cumming
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	19.
	What is the poet juxtaposing emotional response to?

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  intellectual activity
	(c)  professional goals

	
	
	(b)  the beauty of nature
	(d)  the seasons of the year

	
	
	
	

	
	20.
	The line “life’s not a paragraph” most likely suggests that

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  life is predictable and has a specific pattern
(b)  we write our own lives like a poet writes down a poem
(c)  life does not have a structure or conform to certain rules
(d)  poetry and writing is the only effective way to communicate the importance of life



	
	
	

	
	21.
	The line “death I think is no parenthesis” most likely suggests that

	
	
	(a)  death is extremely important, but we cannot let it dictate our lives
(b)  death is not that important, but simply an idea we have to keep in the back of our minds
(c)  death is a short, specific event that has a specific start and finish, like the information in a parenthesis
(d)  death affects everything around it, unlike the words in a paragraph

	
	
	

	
	22.
	The line “kisses are a better fate than wisdom” suggests that

	
	
	(a)  wisdom is something that is invaluable, and cannot be compared to expressions of emotion
(b)  emotions are more valuable than logic or reason
(c)  we should focus on finding someone to spend our entire life with, rather than concentrating on learning and bettering ourselves
(d)  being physically attractive, rather than intelligent, will make one’s life easier

	
	
	

	
	23.
	In line 3, the word “syntax” most likely refers to

	
	
	(a)  sentence structure
	(c)  relationships with others

	
	
	(b)  structure
	(d)  the importance of feelings

	
	
	
	

	
	24.
	In line 12, the phrase “eyelids’ flutter” most likely symbolizes

	
	
	(a)  the eyeball’s physical response to irritants
(b)  the human brain thinking and processing information
(c)  the physical response that can result from strong emotions
(d)  the tears that can result when an individual loses a loved one



Horses Graze
Gwendolyn Brooks
[image: ]
	
	25.
	What does the speaker suggest people can learn from animals?

	
	
	(a)  People can learn to live in the moment, as animals do
(b)  People can learn to form better, stronger relationships with their family members, just as animals form relationships with their packs
(c)  People can learn basic survival skills from animals
(d)  People can learn about places like Sweden and China, based on the animals that come from there.

	
	
	

	
	26.
	What does this poem suggest is truly important in life?

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  wealth
	

	
	
	(b)  planning for the future

	
	
	(c)  having your basic needs met

	
	
	(d)  enjoying each moment

	
	
	

	
	
	27.
	What literary device does the poet most frequently employ in the poem?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  alliteration
	

	
	
	(b)  repetition
(c)  assonance
(d)  onomatopoeia
	

	
	
	
	

	
	28.
	As used in the poem, the word “crest” most likely means

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  a peak or high point

	
	
	(b)  at the start
(c)  a bottom or low point
(d)  at the end or conclusion

	
	
	
	







































	
	29.
	The line, “They do not wish that they were otherwhere,” most accurately stresses the animals

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  lack of motivation to improve their lives, which makes them unlike humans.
(b)  ignorance, at not knowing a better life could await them
(c)  ability to appreciate every passing moment
(d)  ability to live peacefully and without violence

	
	
	

	
	30.
	Select the best answer to illustrate what the poem suggests all people and creatures have in common.

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  both people and creatures can live in different places of the world
(b)  both people and creatures have a limited time on Earth; one day we will all day
(c)  both people and creatures have good days and bad days
(d)  both people and creatures need moments where they can frequent their troubles and stresses



	
	31.
	In terms of literary elements, how does the heart function within this poem?

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  it is personified
	(c)  it is used as a metaphor

	
	
	(b)  it is used as a simile
	(d)  it is used to help create the setting

	
	
	
	

	
	32.
	What does the speaker of the poem want to be told?

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  that her lover still has feelings for her
(b)  that the relationship is not yet over
(c)  that she will never forget her former love
(d)  that she will forget him and move on

	
	
	

	
	33.
	What does the poem suggest about loss?

	
	
	(a)  we can never recover after we have lost someone we love
(b)  recovering from a loss is easy and simple
(c)  after a difficult loss, time and strength can help us heal
(d)  by surrounding ourselves with the ones we love, we can recover from a loss


Heart!  We Will Forget Him!
Emily Dickinson

Heart!  We will forget him!
You and I – tonight!
You may forget the warmth he gave– 
I will forget the light!

When you have done, pray tell me
That I may straight begin!
Haste! lest while you’re lagging
I remember him!









	
	34.
	The poet’s use of exclamation marks helps to reinforce

	
	
	(a)  the speaker’s anger at having lost a loved one
(b)  the intensity of the speaker’s feelings
(c)  the speaker’s frustration that she has yet to find another to love
(d)  the speaker’s hope that her former lover will remember her

	
	
	

	
	35.
	As used in the poem, the word “lagging” most likely means

	
	
	(a)  to fall behind
(b)  to show apathy or not care
(c)  to sympathize with someone’s pain
(d)  to forget

	
	
	

	
	36.
	What does the speaker claim will happen if the heart fails to forget her loved one?

	
	
	

	
	
	(a)  the speaker will be unable to forget him
(b)  the speaker will forget him, but always hold a special place for him
(c)  the speaker will be unable to forget him, but will still move on
(d)  the speaker will forget him






The Meadow Mouse
Theodore Roethke

In a shoe box stuffed in an old nylon stocking
Sleeps the baby mouse I found in the meadow,
Where he trembled and shook beneath a stick
Till I caught him up by the tail and brought him in,
Cradled in my hand,
A little quaker, the whole body of him trembling,
His absurd whiskers sticking out like a cartoon-mouse,
His feet like small leaves,
Little lizard-feet,
Whitish and spread wide when he tried to struggle away,
Wriggling like a minuscule puppy.

Now he's eaten his three kinds of cheese and drunk from his
bottle-cap watering-trough--
So much he just lies in one corner,
His tail curled under him, his belly big
As his head; his bat-like ears
Twitching, tilting toward the least sound.

Do I imagine he no longer trembles
When I come close to him?
He seems no longer to tremble.

But this morning the shoe-box house on the back porch is empty.
Where has he gone, my meadow mouse,
My thumb of a child that nuzzled in my palm? --
To run under the hawk's wing,
Under the eye of the great owl watching from the elm-tree,
To live by courtesy of the shrike, the snake, the tom-cat.

I think of the nestling fallen into the deep grass,
The turtle gasping in the dusty rubble of the highway,
The paralytic stunned in the tub, and the water rising,--
All things innocent, hapless, forsaken.

	
	37.
	The line “he seems no longer to tremble” reveals the speaker’s desire 

	
	
	(a)  for the mouse to feel comfortable with him
(b)  for the mouse to be warm and at ease
(c)  for the mouse to die
(d)  for the mouse to no longer fear him, but fear the world around him

	
	
	

	
	38.
	The speaker equates his relationship with the mouse to that of 

	
	
	(a)  a parent and child
(b)  a husband and wife
	(c)  a brother and sister
(d)  two friends

	
	
	
	

	
	39.
	The last stanza of the poem lists

	
	
	(a)  individuals who are in control of their lives
(b)  examples of animals taking control of their lives and protecting themselves
(c)  examples of animals that are inflicting harm on others
(d)  animals and individuals who are innocent and helpless	

	
	
	

	
	40.
	By line 20, what do we learn has happened to the mouse?

	
	
	(a)  it was eaten by a hawk
(b)  someone has taken the mouse
(c)  it has escaped
(d)  it has died from natural causes

	
	
	

	
	41.
	As used in the poem, the word “minuscule” most likely means

	
	
	(a)  cute
(b)  small
	(c)  squirming
(d)  young

	
	
	

	
	42.
	The main purpose of the poem is to

	
	
	(a)  suggest that we all need a purpose and someone to care for, even if it is a mouse
(b)  illustrate how everyone needs help, and if we are able to, we should help that person
(c)  articulate the struggle of the innocent and the vulnerable in a harsh world
(d)  emphasize how important it is that everyone become a parent
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