
Introduction 

In the Rush-Henrietta Central School District, 
parents/guardians are highly regarded as impor-
tant “partners in education.” This guide will pro-
vide you with some valuable information to help 
you support and reinforce your child’s learning. 
Within these pages you will find helpful sugges-
tions which can contribute to your child’s suc-
cess.  

As you follow your child’s learning develop-
ment please keep two things in mind: all learn-
ing progresses through stages that cannot be 
rushed and no two children learn in the same 
way or at the same pace.  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
(ELA) 

 
In FIFTH GRADE, students will be able to read 
and comprehend literature, including stories, 
drama, and poetry at the high end of the grades 
4-5 text complexity independently and profi-
ciently. 
 

READING: Students will understand that by 
using strategic actions they will be able to com-
prehend a variety of texts. Genre study in FIFTH 
GRADE is Fantasy. Extensive time is also spent 
reading informational text. As part of the poetry 
study students will listen to, read, interpret, in-
fer, and analyze various types of poems.   
 

WRITING: Students will understand that by 
engaging in the writing process they can effec-
tively write for a variety of purposes and audi-
ences in a variety of genres (specifically: mem-
oir, short fiction, biography, literary nonfiction, 
expository nonfiction, essay, formal letters, test 
writing, and writing about reading). With 
prompting and support, students will write vari-
ous types of poems.  
 
LISTENING & SPEAKING: Students will 
listen and speak to understand, to interact so-
cially, to extend discussion, and to discuss con-
tent. Additionally, students will present informa-
tion using voice, conventions, organization, 
word choice, ideas and content, and media. 

 

WORD STUDY: Word study is designed to 
build word knowledge that can be applied to 
both reading and spelling. Because it is closely 
tied to reading instruction, it also develops stu-
dents' abilities in phonics, word recognition, and 
vocabulary. Students will understand how word 
study knowledge will allow them to effectively 
read, write, listen, and speak in a variety of 
situations with both familiar and complex text.  

You and Your  
Fifth Grade Child 

By FIFTH GRADE, a child is closing in on 
adolescence and will exhibit a wide range of 
physical, emotional, and social behaviors.  
 
Typically, FIFTH GRADE students are: 
 Talkative. 
Cooperative, competitive, and inquisi-

tive. 
Concerned about fairness. 
Avid readers. 

 
As students reach this final year of elemen-
tary school, they also begin to widen their 
social circles. Just at the time that they will 
be tackling tougher academic requirements, 
students will be distracted by socializing 
with friends and surging hormones.  
 

Students today are more tech-savvy than 
ever, video chatting with friends, texting, 
emailing, etc. Parents/Guardians will need to 
keep an eye on these activities and monitor 
their use as much as possible. At this age, 
even though your child will push for more 
independence, they still need consistent at-
tention, support, and guidance from adults.  
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At Home:   
Make sure there is a variety of reading 

materials around the house (for instance, a 
kids sports magazine, books on nature, 
news periodicals, and popular young adult 
fiction).  

 Encourage your child to keep a journal. A 
journal can be used to record observations, 
write down the lyrics of favorite songs, or 
for writing original poems or stories. 



FIFTH GRADE students will study the five themes of geogra-
phy (location, place, region, human environment interaction, 
and movement) and the culture of North America (the United 
States, Canada, and Latin America), including government, 
economics, and historic events.  

As part of their learning, students will: 

Demonstrate growing proficiency with the use of longitude 
and latitudes in determining locations on a map. 

 Locate and identify chief North American physical features 
on maps and globes. 

Compare and contrast two different types of economic sys-
tems. 

 Explain how natural resources are used to create products. 
 Explain how countries of the world are interdependent. 
Understand how competition works in a free market econ-

omy. 
 Identify each branch of the government. 
Highlight key information and ideas in a reading. 
Read and interpret timelines, charts,  graphs, and maps. 
 Identify key turning points and important events in history. 
Observe multiple points of view and perspectives. 
Analyze and synthesize visuals and text materials. 
Organize important historic events and eras. 
Demonstrate understanding of how rights have changed 

through North America since the 1900s. 
View history through the eyes of those who witnessed key 

events and  developments in 
world history by analyzing 
their literature, diary ac-
counts, letters, artifacts, art, 
music, architectural draw-
ings, and other documents. 
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Social Studies 

 GUIDE TO STUDENT LEARNING 

Mathematics 
The FIFTH GRADE mathematics program builds upon skills 
previously learned and also develops a student’s ability to com-
municate, explore, conjecture, and reason logically.  
 
There are fluency requirements in mathematics at each grade 
level. A student demonstrates fluency in mathematics by quickly 
and accurately performing calculations.  In FIFTH GRADE, 
students will demonstrate the following fluencies: multi-
ply/divide within 100, add/subtract within 1,000,000, and per-
form multi-digit multiplication. 

As part of their units of study, students will: 
Write and interpret numerical expressions. 
Use parentheses, brackets, or braces in numerical expres-

sions. 
Understand the place value system. 
 Fluently multiply multi-digit whole numbers using the stan-

dard algorithm. 
Measure volumes by counting unit cubes, using cubic centi-

meters, cubic inches, cubic feet, and improvised units.  
 Find whole-number quotients of whole numbers with up to 

four-digit dividends and two-digit divisors. 
Use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add and subtract 

fractions. 

Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication 
and division to multiply and divide fractions. 

 Find the area of a rectangle with fractional side lengths. 
 Solve real-world problems involving division of unit frac-

tions by non-zero whole numbers. 
Classify two-dimensional figures. 
Read and write decimals to thousandths. 
Convert like measurement units within a given measurement 

system. 
Analyze patterns and relationships. 
Graph points on the coordinate plane to solve real-world and 

mathematical problems. 
Represent and interpret data. 

At Home:  

  It is increasingly important in this technological age that 
our children become proficient in the use and 
understanding of mathematics. Help your child learn to  
communicate mathematically by having him/her explain 
to you how s/he solved a problem in a homework 
assignment. This gives your child the opportunity to use 
words, numbers, and mathematical symbols to explain 
something, rather than just giving an answer. 

At Home:  

Read the newspaper, share articles  that take widely 
different positions on issues so that your child can learn 
to become familiar with a variety of viewpoints.  

Don't let significant holidays pass by unnoticed; there is 
more to July 4th than firecrackers and more to 
Thanksgiving than turkey. Take time to discuss the 
historic meaning of such holidays with your child. 

Have access to reference materials at home, such as: 
two dictionaries (one of which should be at the level of 
your child’s understanding), a volume on synonyms and 
antonyms, an atlas, and an up-to-date almanac. Use 
these references to learn about or support information 
when reading and writing with your child. 



The FIFTH GRADE science program provides students with 
opportunities to continue to develop interdisciplinary problem 
solving skills as they begin to understand the relationships and 
common themes that connect science, mathematics, and technol-
ogy.  
 
Units of study in science for FIFTH GRADE are: 

 Space Exploration  
 Interdependence of Living and Non-Living Things 

(ecosystems) 
Magnetism and Electricity  
 The scientific method and the microscope 
Weather 

 
 During the units of study, students will: 

 Investigate the solar system and the unique qualities of the 
Earth. 

Demonstrate gravity’s affect on objects. 
Understand the impact that rotation and revolution have on 

our lives. 

 Learn and practice scientific investigation skills. 
 Learn and practice engineering design skills. 
Develop an  awareness of human impact on the environ-

ment. 
Use a microscope to adjust the focus, light source, and 

field of view. 
 Learn the difference between weather and climate. 
Relate the weather and climate of a region to its latitude, 

longitude, and the particular landforms it has. 

Science 

The Health  curriculum for FIFTH GRADE will reinforce with 
students the importance of healthy behaviors. Students will learn 
about the hazards of tobacco and alcohol and talk about ways 
they can be assertive when they need to make positive decisions 
about drug use.  
 
Students will also continue to be encouraged to demonstrate ef-
fective communication and identify the people or systems they 
should turn to for support during emotional or physically harmful 
situations.  
 
Helping students learn to respect themselves and to respect others 
is an important component of health education at all grade levels. 
 
 
 

Bowling 
Recreational Games 
Movement Dance 
 Lacrosse 
 Educational Gymnastics 
 Track & Field 
 T-Ball/Whiffle Ball 

 

It is important for children to develop regular exercise habits 
and activities at an early age that will be continued throughout 
their lives. In order for your child to become truly fit, these ac-
tivities need to continue beyond the school day. 

During physical education class in FIFTH GRADE, students will 
participate in physical activities to improve cardio-respiratory 
endurance, flexibility, muscular strength, endurance, and body 
composition.  Students will en-
gage in: 
 Fitness 
 Football 
Movement Games 
 Soccer 
Orienteering 
 Floor Hockey 
Global Ball 
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Health 

Physical Education 

At Home:  

Teaching respectful behavior begins at home.  
Model it: If you want them to do it, you have to show 

them how. 
 Expect it: When you have high expectations for behavior, 

children will rise to them. 
 Praise it: When you witness your child using respectful 

language and making considerate choices, praise him/her. 
Correct it: Be firm and direct when you see your child 

engaged in disrespectful behaviors. 
Acknowledge it: Don’t let good or bad behaviors slip by 

unnoticed. Let your child know you are pleased or 
displeased with his/her actions. 

During FIFTH GRADE, students will participate in a simu-
lated space mission at the Challenger Learning Center 
located within the Rochester 
Museum & Science Center. 
Students will learn to work 
as a team to problem solve a 
crisis situation during this 
field trip. 



 In FIFTH GRADE, students will deepen their study of music 
technique, performance, theory, and appreciation. Singing in two 
parts is stressed with the addition of fifth grade chorus.  
 
Students will also have the opportunity to perform for their peers 
and the community through school concerts and the District 
Festival. As a part of the curriculum, students will take a field 
trip to the Eastman Theatre to participate in an RPO concert. 
 
In FIFTH GRADE, students will be able to continue their 

studies on a string instrument, including 
participation in the school orchestra, or 
begin instrumental lessons on a brass or 
woodwind instrument and  participate 
in fifth grade band. 
 

 

 
During FIFTH GRADE art classes 
students will make works of art that 
explore different themes using a 
variety of mediums and techniques. 
Students will reflect on, interpret, 
and evaluate works of art using the 
language of art criticism.   
 

Students will draw simple 2– and 3-dimensional forms; 
experiment with color schemes, texture, and space; and view 
artwork from various artistic styles to compare and contrast 
abstract and realistic art works. 
 
  
  

Art Music 

 

The Rush-Henrietta Office of Instruction 

Dina M. Wilson, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction 

For further information about your child’s learning, please talk with your 

child’s teacher, school principal, or contact one of the Program Directors. 
 

English Language Arts: Jeanette Cannioto (jcannioto@rhnet.org, 585-359-5052) 

Mathematics: Jody Hoch (jhoch@rhnet.org, 585-359-5050) 

Social Studies: Mark MacMillan (mmacmillan@rhnet.org, 585-359-5056) 

Science & Health: Donna Horn (dmhorn@rhnet.org, 585-359-5054) 

Physical Education: Tom Stewart (tstewart@rhnet.org, 585-359-7809) 

Music & Visual Art: Interim—Brian Bohrer (bbohrer@rhnet.org, 585-359-5058) 

Guiding Student Success 
One Student at a Time 

What is a Performance Standard? 

A performance standard is a description of what students 
should know or be able to do at a certain grade level. Standards 
help teachers and parents understand what teachers target in 
instruction, and what students will be working towards. All 
states in the U.S. have standards that describe the framework 

What's a Rubric? 

A rubric is a scoring tool that teachers use when evaluating stu-
dent's work. A teacher creates a rubric by listing the elements that 
s/he expects to see in a piece of work and defining how the quality 
of the work will be assessed. An effective rubric helps teachers 
and students get a clear picture of the value of the work. 

Standards Based Assessing, Grading and Reporting 
Why has NYS adopted the Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS)? 

Standards provide a clear roadmap for learning for teachers, parents, and students. By having clearly defined goals families and 
teachers can work together to ensure that students succeed. Standards help parents and teachers know when students need extra as-
sistance or when they need to be challenged even more. Standards also will help your child develop critical thinking skills that will 
prepare him or her for college and career. 


	You and Your 
	Fifth Grade Child
	 Guide To Student Learning
	Rush-Henrietta Office of Instruction
	Page #
	Social Studies
	 Guide To Student Learning
	Mathematics
	Science
	Page #
	Health
	Physical Education
	During FIFTH GRADE art classes students will make works of art that explore different themes using a variety of mediums and techniques. Students will reflect on, interpret, and evaluate works of art using the language of art criticism.  
	Students will draw simple 2– and 3-dimensional forms; experiment with color schemes, texture, and space; and view artwork from various artistic styles to compare and contrast abstract and realistic art works.
	Art
	Music
	Standards Based Assessing, Grading and Reporting


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


