Name:______________________________________
Kipling vs. Crosby: “The White Man’s Burden”
In February 1899, British novelist and poet Rudyard Kipling wrote a poem entitled “The White Man’s Burden”. In this poem Kipling urged the U.S. to take up the “burden” of empire, as had Britain and other European nations. In 1902 poet Ernest Crosby penned a parody of Kipling’s work. A parody is a literary work that imitates the characteristic style of an author or a work for comic effect or ridicule. 
 (
Kipling
Take up the White Man’s burden-
Send forth the best ye breed-
Go bind your sons to exile 
To serve your captives need:
On fluttered folk and wild-
Your new caught sullen peoples,
Half-devil and half-child
.
Take up the White Man’s Burden-
In patience to abide, 
To veil the threat of terror
And check the show of pride;
By open speech and simple,
An hundred times made plan
To seek another’s profit
And work another’s gain. 
)
















1.) Circle any vocabulary words that are unclear and/or are new to you. 
2.) What do you think this poem means? Who is the author’s target audience?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.) What is the author’s point of view (what is his position on /opinion of imperialism?)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 (
Crosby
Take up the White Man’s Burden.
Send forth your sturdy kin,
And load them down with Bibles
And cannon-balls and gin.
Thrown in a few diseases
To spread the tropic climes,
For there the healthy niggers
Are quite behind the times.
And don’t forget the factories.
On those benighted shores
’They have no cheerful iron mills, 
Nor eke department stores.
They never work 12 hours a day
And live in strange content, 
All 
tho
 they never have to pay
A single 
sou
 of rent.
 
)


















1.) Circle any vocabulary words that are unclear and/or are new to you. 

2.) What do you think this poem means? Who is the author’s target audience?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.) What is the author’s point of view (what is his position on /opinion of imperialism?)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

