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Pages 7-51

Harkness Discussion Questions

1. Based on the September 16th diary entry, what textual clues key you into some of the main conflicts in our protagonist’s life?

2. Analyze and interpret our narrator’s man vs. self conflict in the following line: “I surely don’t measure up to what I’d like to be” (8).

3. Based on the first five diary entries (pages 7-9), summarize how our narrator is characterized.  Use textual references to support your answer.

4. With regards to the Sept. 30th entry, how do beauty and revenge go hand-in-hand for our narrator?  BONUS: What narrative point-of-view is the narrator using?

5. Analyze and interpret the following remark: “Even now I’m not really sure which parts of myself are real and which parts are things I’ve gotten from books”(11).

6. The thought and prospect of moving alters our narrator’s outlook on life.  How and why?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

7. How does food serve as an antagonistic force for our narrator?  Furthermore, what does her relationship with food reveal about the narrator’s personality?

8. Locate examples of hyperbole in the Oct. 26th entry.

9. Analyze, interpret, and assess what the passage reveals about our narrator: “Dear Precious Diary, I am baptizing you with my tears” (14).

10.  Analyze the various layers of conflict in the Dec. 4th entry.

11.  What does the following passage reveal about the nature of teenage relationships: “I’m a pretty lousy friend – even to you …” (16)?

12.  With regards to the diary entry on Dec. 22, analyze the man vs. self and man vs. society conflicts the narrator is experiencing.
13.  Analyze the passage for Jan. 1st and place it beneath the lens of our essential question: What happened to the square pegs trying to fit into round holes?

14.  From the evening entry on Jan. 6th and the entry on Feb. 8th play shrink; what is alarming about our narrator’s behavior and how might it foreshadow things to come?

15.  Girls typically find themselves saying, “I will never be like my mother.”  But in the end, girls are often replicas of their mothers.  How does this idea apply to the May 19th entry?

16.  July 10th is an important entry for our narrator.  She says of her experience, “I don’t know whether I should be ashamed or elated” (32).  What does she feel with regards to the event?

17.  In what ways might “Button … Button … Whose got the button” serve as a turning point in the narrator’s life?  Refer directly to the July 10th entry to support your answer.

18.  With regards to the July 10th and 13th entries, our narrator confides in her diary that she’ll never do LSD again.  Do you believe her?  Support your answer with the text.

19.  In the July 14th entry our narrator alludes to Alice in Wonderland.  In what ways does she personify or mirror Alice?

20.  On July 20th our narrator experiments with speed and says, “I felt great, free, …” (38).  With regards to her characterization, why would she feel perfected?

21.  In the July 23rd entry our narrator thinks about her own mortality.  What’s her take on death and how might this foreshadow things to come?

22.  How might the entries for Aug. 3rd and Aug. 6th represent a turning point in our narrator’s life?

23.  Psychological research supports the idea that drug use leads to apathy.  How is this idea illustrated in the Aug. 6th entry?

24.  With regards to the Aug. 9th and Roger’s kiss, is there hope that our narrator will turn her life around?

25.  Our narrator says, “Imagine losing my virginity four nights before seeing Roger again.  The awful irony of it” (45).  What’s the irony?

26.  Analyze the irony in the following line: “Besides since I’ve thought about Gramps dying I don’t want to die.  I’m afraid.  Isn’t that ghastly and ironic?  I’m afraid to live and afraid to die” (46).

27.  Based on Aug. 18th, will our narrator get her life together?

28.  With regards to the Aug. 20th – Aug. 23rd entries, what are the personal motivations that lead our narrator to take drugs?

29.  Place Sept. 7th – Sept. 10th under the lens of each essential question.

