Consider the tensions and oppositions in the following passage.  Moreover, anchor your response in the theoretical concepts of New Criticism and/or Deconstruction:


I should not obtrude my affairs so much on the notice of my readers if very 
particular inquires had not been made by my townsmen concerning my mode of 
life, which some would call impertinent, though they do not appear to me all 
impertinent, but, considering the circumstances, very natural and pertinent (1).

Analyze and interpret how Thoreau resolves and reconciles the use of the personal pronoun “I” in the opening pages of his account

Thoreau says of his fellow inhabitants of Concord, “…[they] have appeared to me to be doing penance in a thousand remarkable ways” (1).  


a).  Penance for what?  Use the text to support your answer


b).  Within this passage, Thoreau creates two allusions?  What are his intentions?
Critique, in the following passage, the juxtapositions Thoreau is drawing between work, life, and the natural pursuits of man – “How many a poor immortal soul have I met well-nigh crushed and smothered under its load, creeping down the road of life, pushing before it a barn seventy-five feet by forty, its Augean stables … (1-2).  Use the surrounding context to formulate your response

In the following passage, Thoreau addresses a problem with humankind, but what is his solution?  Referring directly to the text to support your answer

“The whole ground of human life seems to have gone over by their predecessors, both the heights and the valleys, and all things to have been cared for.  According to Evelyn, ‘the wise Solomon prescribed ordinances …” (3-4)

Thoreau redefines the societal dichotomy of how his contemporaries view the nature of good and bad. He tells us, “The greater part of what my neighbors call good I believe in my soul to be bad, and if I repent of anything, it is very likely to be my good behavior” (4).  For Thoreau, what is “good” and what constitutes “bad?”  Defend your answer with the test

The last paragraph on page 4 tells us that the necessities of life are food, clothing, shelter, and fuel.  How does this assertion frame the text’s principal dichotomies, binaries, juxtapositions?
What rhetorical purpose does the analogy of the flower have on page 6?

Several critics of Thoreau state that his self-imposed isolation stemmed from numerous social rejections.  Based on pages 7-8, how might this psychological read be true?

On page 8, Thoreau references “business” on several occasions.  Unpack the semantics of Thoreau’s “business.”
This chapter can be separated into four categories: food, clothing, shelter and fuel.  With regards to clothing, analyze and interpret the following statements and their implications


* “No man ever stood lower in my estimation …” (8)


* “All men want, not something to do with, but something to do, …” (9)


* “ Thus also the snake casts its slough, and the caterpillar …” (9)


* “Every generation laughs at the old fashions, but follows …” (10)

Based on page 11, what are Thoreau’s ideological perspectives on shelter?
On page 12, Thoreau draws a dichotomy between the savage and civilized man.  How does this dichotomy function?

Analyze and interpret the following excerpt while also keeping in mind analogous passages – “And when the farmer has got his house, he may not be the richer but the poorer for it, and it be the house that has got him” (13)

With regards to page 14, Thoreau juxtaposes man’s desire to have a house to class.  Why?  What are his intentions for making this correlation?
Analyze and interpret the implications of Thoreau’s following remark: “We have adopted Christianity merely as an improved method of agriculture.  We have built for this world a family mansion, and for the next a family tomb” (15)

On page 16 Thoreau states that “men remain in their present low and primitive condition.”  Is this good or bad?  Moreover, what should be done about it

Thoreau that he often sings a tune that is referenced on page 17.  To what extent does this song embody some of the ideological precepts of Thoreau?

Unpack Thoreau’s logical succession of thought in the following excerpt – “Who knows but if men constructed their dwellings with their own hands, and provided food for themselves and families simply and honestly enough, the poetic faculty would be universally developed, as birds universally sing when they are so engaged?” (18)

What is Thoreau’s rhetorical admission and purpose by including the following remarks – “If I seem to boast more than is becoming, my excuse is that I brag for humanity …”(20)?

Thoreau creates a stark dichotomy between ‘true wisdom’ and ‘college knowledge.’  Using direct textual references, what’s the difference.  Moreover, why does Thoreau favor one over the other

On page 22, Thoreau mentions self-sufficiency and simplicity quite often.  Are these qualities what lead him to believe that his life is “better” than most of his fellow Concordians?  Defend your answer with the text

Thoreau details all of his earnings and spending on page 24-25.  What is his purpose?  Defend your answer with the text

Thoreau discusses the making of bread with great length on pages 25-26.  Analyze his rhetorical purpose

Through his many examples, Thoreau creates a binary opposition between good and evil.  On page 27, what does he mean by evil?  Moreover, consider his comments about “Doing-good” and philanthropy on page 30 + 31.

The chapter culminates with a verse entitled “The Pretensions of Poverty.”  How does the poem either reflect or resist Thoreau’s ideological concepts on poverty?

