This I Believe


The Personal Philosophies of

Remarkable Men & Women

Assignment Overview

☺This I believe offers a simple, if difficult invitation: Write a few hundred words expressing the core principles that guide your life – your personal credo.  This invitation has been issued to politicians, nurses, artists, construction workers, athletes, parents, students, the famous, and the unknown, everyone.  All the essayists we’ll explore have accepted this invitation – as will you.

There is risk in what they did.  They wrote of their most closely held convictions and then spoke them on the radio to an audience of millions in a media climate that tends toward sound bites, potshots, and spin.  To make such an earnest, exposed statement is itself an act of bravery.  We who read these essays recognize this fact.  It touches us, and it is not too much to say that we approach this and  our own work with a sense of honor.  For this assignment, here’s what you’ll need to do:
□ Of the many essays we read, choose one and write a formal analysis of it.  As always, consider the form, structure, and style of the essay along with other formal elements as the essays syntax, tone and diction.
□ Write your own “This I Believe.”  In considering how to proceed, keep in mind how other essayists constructed the form, style, and structure of their pieces.

□ Present your “This I Believe” to the class.  I will intentionally be vague in delineating expectations because I want these presentations to be uniquely your own making.
