Let’s Bake A Delicious Critical Lens Essay: Applying the Cookie Cutter

The First Ingredient: 
Providing a Valid Interpretation of the Critical Lens Statement That Clearly Establishes Your Thesis & Criteria for Analysis


( There is a right answer


• Perform diction analysis of 2 key words in the lens


( Be thorough


( Place analysis of critical lens statement in your introduction

Sample Introductions: Duds and Studs

“You must take life the way it comes at you and make the best of it” – Yann Martel

Forest Gump said it best – sometimes life is like a box of chocolates.  There are moments in our lives that we savor; we let the creamy nugget-filled event linger on our tongues as long as possible.  But those moments don’t last forever.  As we reach into the box of life for another delectable treat, we might encounter that piece of chocolate that contains the putrid oozing cherry.  Yet, however, we don’t give up.  We keep reaching into the box, hoping for another “best” piece.  This idea is illustrated in The First Part Last by Angela Johnson and … (list author and text of second text)

Sample Introductions: Duds and Studs

“You must take life the way it comes at you and make the best of it” – Yann Martel

I agree with the quote because sometimes life is hard.  Sometimes we just can’t change things.  We just make the best of things.

Sample Introductions: Dud and Studs

“You must take life the way it comes at you and make the best of it” – Yann Martel

Yann Martel couldn’t be more true in saying that “you must take life the way it comes at you and make the best of it.”  I agree because sometimes life sucks, but hey, life is good sometimes too.

Sample Introductions: Duds and Studs

“You must take life the way it comes at you and make the best of it” – Yann Martel

At the peak of his career, the drummer from Def Leppard thought that he was having a typical day.  He awoke in the morning thronged by leagues of yearning women; he looked at himself in the mirror and examined his always perfect 80s hairdo; he admired all the “stuff” situated in his mansion.  Life was good.  But little did he know as he pulsed through the narrow coastal roads of Northern California that he would wreck his Porsche and sever his arm.  A drummer with only one arm – nobody thought that it was possible, but Rick Allen made the best of his unfortunate situation and still rocks-on to this day.  This idea of making the best of all that life gives you is depicted in The First Part Last by Angela Johnson and …
What does a Stud do? 
· Does not restate lens 

· Implicitly agrees or disagrees with lens 

· Has a dynamic opening line 

· Analysis draws upon personal understanding of what lens means 

· Analysis connects to life experience and literature (movies, books, etc)

· Studs are assertive and confident and never say “I think” or “I believe” 

· uses the language and ideas of the lens to anchor the thesis 

· First sentence concisely interprets lens 
Sample Introductions: Dud and Studs

“For what does it mean to be a hero?  It requires you to be prepared to deal with forces larger than yourself” – Norman Mailer

Heroes are not typically the idylls of our youth – those masked crusaders that leap over skyscrapers in one fell-swoop, those muscle-bound altruists who possess the power to turn inferno flames into pools of dripping water, those capped figurines that come to our rescue at the faintest of cries – heroes are more common than that.  Lance Armstrong, for instance, is a hero for many people.  He overcame the forces of testicular cancer and proceeded to win four straight Tour de Frances; a feat never achieved before.  Cancer is a force that often takes life away, but Lance Armstrong overcame the dangers of this oppressive disease in heroic fashion.  Much like Lance Armstrong, the protagonist in The First Part Last and (second text) overcome the forces of great obstacles in a very heroic manner.
Sample Introductions: Dud and Studs

“For what does it mean to be a hero?  It requires you to be prepared to deal with forces larger than yourself” – Norman Mailer

I agree with this quote.  It reminds me of my grandfather.  One time a tractor tipped on him and if he didn’t have an adrenaline boost, he would have been crushed to death.

Sample Introductions: Dud and Studs

“For what does it mean to be a hero?  It requires you to be prepared to deal with forces larger than yourself” – Norman Mailer

What is a hero?  Is it somebody who wears the costumes of Superman, Batman and the likes?  Is it somebody who risks their life everyday?  The answers don’t really matter, but Bobby is a hero in The First Part Last by Angela Johnson.

Sample Introductions: Dud and Studs

“For what does it mean to be a hero?  It requires you to be prepared to deal with forces larger than yourself” – Norman Mailer

Sometimes in life, we are faced with what might appear to be insurmountable forces.  Those of us that face these obstacles and overcome them are truly heroes.  There are two types of people in this world: those that crumble beneath the weight of these forces, and those that confront the menacing presence unflinchingly.  The latter are the true heroes.  This idea is conveyed in The First Part Last by Angela Johnson and …
Baking the Remainder of a Delicious Critical Lens Essay:
Let’s See how Mr. Kuhn sprinkles in

   ... Brief plot summary

   ... Analysis of relevant literary terms (conflict, setting, theme, foreshadowing, narrator, antagonist, protagonist, etc)

   ...Super specific textual references that illustrate how the lens functions within the novel or play (at least 2 per text)

   ...Agreement/Disagreement with lens statement

   ...Syllogistic reasoning (premise, premise, conclusion) & yummy Quotation sandwiches

   ...Organization and unification of ideas

   ...Specify titles and authors

   ...Follow the conventions of standard written English
Mr. Kuhn’s Model Essay


In her novel The First Part Last, Angela Johnson confronts the racial stereotype of the absent Black father in urban settings.  Upon learning that he has impregnated his girlfriend, Bobby, the protagonist of the novel, has a chance encounter with ‘Just Frank’ whereby he directly faces the conflict of the stereotype.  For ‘Just Frank’ the day is just like any other day – he stands on the street corner outside of a local convenient store whacking-back a bottomless 40-ouncer of swill.  Up until this moment in his life, Bobby never thought much about ‘Just Frank.’  To Bobby, the man was just a drunken bum.  But on this day ‘Just Frank’ has an enormous impact on Bobby’s life.  He looks Bobby in the eyes and asks him candidly – “Are you going to be a man?”  This is a very loaded question, but Bobby is quick to ascertain its meaning.  ‘Just Frank’ drops a rhetorical bomb in the lap of Bobby, of which Bobby realizes that he has two choices: he can either fulfill the racial stereotype of “hit it and quit it,” thereby fleeing from his parental responsibilities; or, conversely, Bobby can confront the forces that seemingly appear to be larger than himself and heroically tackle the challenges of parenthood.  The question, however, takes on greater significance when Bobby learns that ‘Just Frank’ is more than a drunken bum – he died a selfless hero, sacrificing his life to save another.  This sacrifice is what ultimately prepares Bobby to deal with the forces that are apparently larger than himself; he heroically decides to shoulder the brunt of his responsibility and decides to ‘be a man.’
THE FORMULA


- Statement that includes a literary term


- Detailed, descriptive scene


- Link scene back to Critical Lens Statement


The narrative structure of the book (Now/Then) fuels the central conflict of the novel.  In the “then” of his life, Nia and Bobby decided to place Feather up for adoption.  But in the “now” of Bobby’s life, he is facing more than a self-fulfilling racial stereotype; Nia is on life support in an irreversible vegetative coma.  The decision to put Feather up for adoption was largely made by Nia.  Bobby was silenced in the decision because Nia believed that he would be a dead-beat father and she thought that Feather deserved more in life.  However, in the present situation, Bobby can defy the racial stereotype and resolve his internal conflict by accepting the challenge of manhood and parenthood.  In the novel’s culminating scene, Bobby heroically confronts these forces that are unquestionably larger than himself, and he decides to father Feather.  He decides to “be a man” and live a selfless life, just like ‘Just Frank.”
