The Multi-genre


 Research Paper

Overview & Guidelines

☺Over the course of the past few weeks we have been analyzing how identities are shaped and constructed by a variety of internal and external forces.  We have also put several characters beneath the lens of the following essential question: What happens to the square pegs trying to fit into round holes?  For this assignment you will need to …
□ Research a marginalized societal figure (Barry Bonds, Paris Hilton, Don Imus, Tupac, etc.) – a veritable square peg that doesn’t fit into the round holes of society.  You will need to become the resident expert on this person in much the same way that biographers know their subjects

□ Demonstrate how your marginalized figure interacts within the confines of a “squared” being through three different genres.  Possible genres run the scope of zines, newspaper article: obituary, newspaper/magazine article: feature story, newspaper article: column, newspaper article: personal or want ad, newspaper article: news story, newspaper/magazine article: interview, tabloid cover page, narrative story, My Space page, play, poem, sheet music, personal letter or note, IM to another person, formal letter, letter to editor, journal/diary entry, poster, conversation/dialogue, dual thoughts (inner dialogue), photo caption, eulogy, wedding invitation, doctor’s report, recipe, receipt, envelope, extended metaphor, trivia facts, greeting card, game, book cover, map, phone conversation, etc.
□ Genres cannot be repeated.  For example, let’s say I’m researching John Lennon and create a My Space account for him.  This constitutes as one genre that I cannot use again

□ Maintain a learning log.  This log should contain notes on presentation ideas – drafts and format sketches – along with research notes

□ All three genre artifacts need to manifestly demonstrate the fact that you have engaged in deep research and that you are the resident expert of your subject.  As such, each genre artifact should be accompanied with the following:


√ a brief explanation of the genre and how it ties into the life of your 
subject

√ an explanation of how the genre artifact addresses our essential question: what happens to the square pegs trying to fit into round holes?
√ an annotated bibliography that illustrates how your research is fused into the genre artifact
□ Use bona-fide research databases.  We will host a demonstration and workshop on how to navigate the library databases.  You should have a variety of resources: magazines, newspapers, database articles, blogs, etc.  At minimum, you will need to draw information from at least 6 resources

□ Write a 3-4 page report of your person.  In this paper you must properly cite your sources.
□ Be creative with your genre artifacts.  I provided you with a smattering of ideas, but you are in no way limited to these suggestions
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Work hard, ask questions, and have some fun!!

Multi-genre Project
In other words
Directions: Working individually, you will create a multi-genre project based on research gathered. You will be responsible for at least 3 different artifacts, explanations of the artifacts, and a final bibliography of all materials used in the research process.
The Task: Research a person of your choice – a celebrity, historical figure, athlete, etc. Simply make sure it is someone you are interested in learning about.  After compiling information, demonstrate your knowledge of your subject through at least three different genres (i.e. newspaper article, obituary, game, book cover, TV interview, etc.).  In addition, you will need to write a 3-4 page report of your person whereby you properly cite your sources.
The Pain: Locating and gathering sources from the library and Internet – then reading them and taking notes to use later on for your multi-genre project

The Payoff: If done properly, you will learn the research method – an integral skill-set that will prepare you for the types of learning in senior English and in college.  Unquestionably, regardless of whatever field of study you pursue, it will be expected that you know how to engage the research method

Details:

· Research a societal figure of your choice by gathering information from at least 6 sources – these could include magazines, online databases, blog sites, newspapers, books, etc. 

· You must have one each of the following: print resource, primary resource, and database resource

· Maintain a log of your sources with the name of the source as well as several key ideas, facts, insights, etc. you gained from that source, as well as all citation information for the final bibliography.

· Use your log to prepare/create at least 3 artifacts reflecting your understanding of your research subject, with each artifact falling in a different genre. Examples of artifacts you create might include:

· newspaper article (feature, obituary, Letter to the Editor, movie review, interview, etc.)

·  computer-based artifact (My Space page, blog site, IM exchange, Web Page, etc.) 
· artistic piece (poster, painting, sculpture, dance, photo/slide show, collage, etc.) 
· musical artifact (soundtrack for funeral/wedding, songwriting, MTV video, etc.) 
· other (eulogy, wedding vows, poem, play, board game, greeting card, book cover, diary entry, invitation, scrapbook page, etc.)
       ■   Write a 3-4 page report whereby you properly cite your sources
