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Rule of the Bone





Unit Overview & Grade Breakdown

Essential Questions

What happens to the square pegs trying to fit into round holes?

How can an identity function and form in a world of dysfunction?

What does it mean to be true to oneself?

Is man innately evil?

Individual Tasks


♦Reader’s Response Journal

 Keep a Reader’s Response Journal that characterizes your thoughts and reactions to the texts we will be reading throughout the unit.  Your responses should demonstrate thoughtful engagement with the text.  Although you will receive a grade on your ten (10) best entries, all entries need to be completed.  You will be graded in accordance to the Reader’s Response Journal Rubric.  Please follow the format and guidelines that are listed in Mr. Kuhn’s examples. (100 points)


(Voice Lessons & Code Switching

This assignment is twofold: as part of our writing workshop we will explore how writers foster their own voices.  Much in the same way Bone does, we will approach writing with the voices we have versus coping the traditional, sterile, academic tone.  In addition, we will have a public speaking exercise that will require you devise an essential question of your own choosing, research that topic, and become the resident expert of your question.  An example of an essential question might be – who killed Tupac Shakur?  The job of the researcher is to know the many nuances and conspiracies that underlay the topic.  To illustrate that language is not monolithic and that voice isn’t the same across contexts, the student will engage in three separate speaking/writing contexts.  Simply to elaborate, one context might ask the resident expert to pretend that they are on CNN Live with Larry King discussing Tupac’s death.  Another context could find the resident expert in a car headed to a club with a group of friends discussing the same topic.  And lastly, a third context might find the expert in a phone conversation with Tupac’s little girl who called wanting to know why and how her Daddy died.  As you can see, each context requires a different discourse.  This concept is true of all writing and speaking contexts (200 points)

♦ Critical Lens Essay

In order to prepare you for the Regents Exam in June, we will write a critical lens essay using a past exam whereby you analyze two texts (Rule of the Bone and another text), ground your thesis in the theme of the lens, use textual support from recall, and analyze relevant literary devices.  (100 points)


♦ Word Slam & Vocabulary Builder

Russell Bank’s novel contains a level of vocabulary that at times will baffle us due to its complexity.  I am requiring you to look up, define, and write an original sentence for each unfamiliar word.  Definitions and sentences should be placed in your literary terms notebook.  Periodic quizzes will be assigned to assess your understanding of these words.  I will model for you how to do “word slams” and you will be graded on your participation with this activity.  


♦ “The Daily” & Writing Workshop
Mark Twain once said, “The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the difference between the lightning and the lightning bug.”  This workshop is intended to help us commit the best words to paper.  Several of us have the tendency to place words on paper with the sole focus of cranking an assignment out as quickly as possible.  As the character Paul Sheldon illustrates, good writing isn’t a race against the clock.  This workshop will focus on the following: dynamic language usage, avoidance of excessive “To Be” verbs and passive voice, sentence variation, organizational strategies, textual support, etc.  Graded assignments will fall under the category of the “Daily Points.”   And as always, “The Daily” will include things like quizzes, paper-passes, and other in-class activities intended to assess your understanding.  (100 points)


♦ The Poetic & Prose Seventh

As part of our classroom routine to prepare you for the Regents Exam, we will begin each class by analyzing a poem or a prose passage.  Over the course of the unit we will read a wide range of poetry and prose that address the content and standards of the exam.  After having received the seventh literary piece, you will be assigned a task that directly mirrors a portion of the exam.  (100 points)

♦ Literary Terms Journal

Over the course of the year we will read a variety of texts covering the major literary genres: poetry, drama, novels, short fiction.  You will be exposed to a number of literary terms that I want you to document in this journal.  Please follow the examples and format provided for you.  (100 points)

♦ Random Acts of Regents

The beautiful sunshine of spring is just weeks away and so is the ELA Regents Exam.  In order to prepare you for this rite of passage, I will randomly choose a day to pop a Regents-esque exam on you (multiple choice, listening passage, controlling idea, critical Lens, literature analysis).  Each Random Act of Regents will be worth … (100 Points)


♦ Tangible Object Project

You will receive a list of 55 options and you will need to demonstrate your understanding of the text in a medium of your choosing.  (100 points)

