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The Catcher in the Rye


Unit Overview & Grade Breakdown

Essential Questions:

To what extent does the man keep us down?

What happens to those who think outside of the box and can’t be fenced in by the system?

In what ways does society breed conformity?

Why bother with anything?  Isn’t life a bunch of meaningless, phony crap?

Individual Tasks


♦Reader’s Response Journal
 Keep a Reader’s Response Journal that characterizes your thoughts and reactions to the texts we will be reading throughout the unit.  Your responses should demonstrate thoughtful engagement with the text.  Although you will receive a grade on your twenty (20) best entries, all entries need to be completed.  You will be graded in accordance to the Reader’s Response Journal Rubric.  Please follow the format and guidelines that are listed in Mr. Kuhn’s examples. (200 points)

(”Isn’t that just a bunch of phony crap?”

Throughout the novel, Holden receives endless advice from adults.  His typical response is, “Isn’t that just a bunch of phony crap.”  For this essay of 2 pages in length, you will need to adopt a quotation from one of those located around the school.  Much in the same way as we see in the novel, these quotations are meant to give you advice and insight into your lives.  Take one quote and cynically explain how it’s a bunch of phony crap as it pertains to your life.  You will need to do the following: explain the meaning of the quotation; explain why the quotation isn’t of any value to you; explain why the quotation is a phony piece of advice.  (100 points)

(Essential Question Film Comparison

For this essay of 2-3 pages in length, we will view the movie Ferris Bueller’s Day Off and compare Holden’s worldview to the characters of Ferris and Cameron.  The comparison will be will be placed beneath the lens of one of our essential questions. (100 points)


(End of Novel Test

The end of novel test will primarily consist of short answer questions, passage identifications, and mini-essays.  The questions will draw upon the principal themes of the novel as well as key points from the Harkness Discussions.  (100 points)

(Culminating Projects

The culminating project will consist of two components: a formal essay and a tangible object.  You will receive a packet containing many essay options and tangible object possibilities.  You will choose one essay and one tangible object option.  (200 points)


( To Be, Or Not to Be!

My juniors have this unknowing compulsion to overuse the “To be” verb in their writing, which ultimately impedes the quality of their expression.  As part of a mini-unit, we will learn how to become “The To Be Verb Gestapo.”  In other words, we will learn how to become less reliant on the “To be” verb in order to spruce-up our writing.


♦ “The Daily”

→ Expect to come to class each day prepared, willing, and ready to contribute in a meaningful way.  This means that all out-of-class assignments are thoughtfully completed, and that you constructively participate in each day’s learning activity.  I have incorporated an assessment checkpoint into each day of the unit.  These checkpoints are intended to measure and assess your progress, as well as ensure that you stay abreast with the work.  Daily checkpoints come in many forms: quizzes, Think-Pair-Squares, paper-passes, in-class writings, homework assignments, etc.  (200 points)

♦ Word Slam & Vocabulary Builder

The first few minutes of every class will be dedicated to vocabulary instruction.  The format I use is called a “Word Slam” – we will look at 20 frequent flyer SAT words and use them as a group in a contextualized sentence.  Once we’ve looked at 100 words, we will have a test. (100 points)

♦Poetic Seventh
Over the course of this unit we will analyze seven poems that thematically relate to the play.  Upon completing our read of these poems we will write a formal analysis that juxtaposes two of the seven poems.  Since you will perform literary analysis, your essay should proceed syllogistically … (100 Points)

♦ Harkness Discussion

By now you are all familiar with the format and procedures of a Harkness Discussion.  At some point during this novel, students who have not already done so will be in charge of facilitating a discussion.  During this novel, we will also begin our second cycle of discussions.  (100 points)

