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Of Mice and Men


Unit Overview & Grade Breakdown
Essential Questions:

What is the danger in dreaming the impossible dream?

How fat is the fat of the land?

What does it mean to be of mice and men?

Are we not helpless to our desires?

Individual Tasks


♦Reader’s Response Journal

 Keep a Reader’s Response Journal that characterizes your thoughts and reactions to the texts we will be reading throughout the unit.  Your responses should demonstrate thoughtful engagement with the text.  Although you will receive a grade on your ten (10) best entries, all entries need to be completed.  You will be graded in accordance to the Reader’s Response Journal Rubric.  Please follow the format and guidelines that are listed in Mr. Kuhn’s examples. (100 points)


♦ Lennie on Trial (Alternative Ending)
In this essay you are going to act as either the defense or prosecution for Lennie.  What should be the consequence(s) for his actions?  Should he receive a prison sentence?  Should he be put to death?  Or, are his actions not punishable by the law?  (100 points)


♦ Essential Question Paper

This essay will be composed in class and will require you to respond to one of the above essential questions.  You will also need to provide plenty of textual support to defend your thesis position. (100 Points)

♦ Summer Reading Project
All R-H juniors are required to complete this assignment.  Guidelines and requirements can be obtained from the library or district website. (100 points)

♦ “The Daily” & Writing Workshop

 Expect to come to class each day prepared, willing, and ready to contribute in a meaningful way.  This means that all out-of-class assignments are thoughtfully completed, and that you constructively participate in each day’s learning activity.  I have incorporated an assessment checkpoint into each day of the unit.  These checkpoints are intended to measure and assess your progress, as well as ensure that you stay abreast with the work.  Daily checkpoints come in many forms: quizzes, Think-Pair-Squares, paper-passes, in-class writings, homework assignments, etc.  The writing workshop will focus on areas of weakness in your writing and will consist of small homework assignments.  (100 points)


♦ The Poetic Seventh

As part of our classroom routine to prepare you for the Regents Exam, we will begin each class by analyzing a poem.  Over the course of the unit we will read a wide range of poems that address the content and standards of the exam.  After having received the seventh poem, you will be assigned a task that directly mirrors a portion of the exam.  (100 points)

♦ Critical Lens Essay

In order to prepare you for the Regents Exam in June, we will write a critical lens essay using a past exam whereby you analyze two texts (Of Mice & Men and another text), ground your thesis in the theme of the lens, use textual support from recall, and analyze relevant literary devices.  (100 points)

♦ Random Acts of Regents

The warm and beautiful sunshine of summer is but a distant memory, but before long spring will be here as well as the inevitability of taking the ELA Regents Exam.  In order to prepare you for this rite of passage, I will randomly choose a day to pop a Regents-esque exam on you (multiple choice, listening passage, controlling idea, critical Lens, literature analysis).  Each Random Act of Regents will be worth … (100 Points)


♦ Word Slam & Vocabulary Builder

John Steinbeck’s novel contains a level of vocabulary that is relatively simplistic, but there are a few words that will baffle us.  I am requiring you to look up, define, and write an original sentence for each unfamiliar word.  During this unit I will also provide you with “Words of the Week.”  Definitions and sentences should be placed in your literary terms notebook.  Periodic quizzes will be assigned to assess your understanding of these words.  I will model for you how to do “word slams” and you will be graded on your participation with this activity.  Grades will fall under the umbrella of “Daily Points.”

♦ Random Act of Prose

Poetry is the principal Achilles’ heel on the ELA exam, but we nonetheless need to spend sometime familiarizing ourselves with how to analyze prose passages.  After all, the think-tanks of NYS always keep us on our toes, expecting the unexpected.  As you’ll soon see, if you are the “Master of Poems,” analyzing prose will be a cinch.  On one occasion during this unit you will compose an essay and dabble with a multiple choice section from a past Regents exam – and yes, you’ll deal with prose.   (100 points)

♦ End of Unit Exam

Upon completing the novella you will have an exam consisting of multiple choice and essay questions. (100 points)

♦ Tangible Object Project

This assignment will allow you to demonstrate your understanding of the text in a medium of your preferred choosing.  By tangible I simply mean something that can be experienced by any of the five senses.  Your project can take any form or shape.  Students in the past have composed songs, made short films, constructed collages, or creative writing samples.  I will provide you with a packet listing at least 55 options.  (100 points)


♦ Harkness Discussion

In groups of 2-3 students, you will be responsible for facilitating and generating a discussion based on a chunk of assigned reading.  For this first unit, I will model several times what the expectations are.  Eventually, as the year progresses, you will have the opportunity to lead several discussions.  (100 points) 

