Mr. Kuhn

11R English

Rush-Henrietta Senior High School

kkuhn@rhnet.org

Kristian_kuhn75@yahoo.com

Phone: 359-5200 
MISERY


Unit Overview & Grade Breakdown

Essential Questions

To what extent do writers play God?

What becomes of the self when the mind is disconnected from the body and the body disconnected from the mind?

What danger exists in living your life outside of yourself?

Individual Tasks


♦Reader’s Response Journal

 Keep a Reader’s Response Journal that characterizes your thoughts and reactions to the texts we will be reading throughout the unit.  Your responses should demonstrate thoughtful engagement with the text.  Although you will receive a grade on your ten (10) best entries, all entries need to be completed.  You will be graded in accordance to the Reader’s Response Journal Rubric.  Please follow the format and guidelines that are listed in Mr. Kuhn’s examples. (100 points)

♦ Critical Lens Essay

In order to prepare you for the Regents Exam in June, we will write a critical lens essay using a past exam whereby you analyze two texts (Misery and another text), ground your thesis in the theme of the lens, use textual support from recall, and analyze relevant literary devices.  (100 points)


♦ Word Slam & Vocabulary Builder

Stephen King’s novel contains a level of vocabulary that at times will baffle us due to its complexity.  I am requiring you to look up, define, and write an original sentence for each unfamiliar word.  Definitions and sentences should be placed in your literary terms notebook.  Periodic quizzes will be assigned to assess your understanding of these words.  I will model for you how to do “word slams” and you will be graded on your participation with this activity.  


♦ Mega-Huge Punctuation Workshop
Over the course of the unit you will receive small homework assignments, which will count toward your “Daily Points,” and later comprise a Mega-Huge punctuation test.  During the workshop and on the test, you will demonstrate your understanding of basic punctuation in writing.  (100 points)


♦ “The Daily” & Writing Workshop

Mark Twain once said, “The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the difference between the lightning and the lightning bug.”  This workshop is intended to help us commit the best words to paper.  Several of us have the tendency to place words on paper with the sole focus of cranking an assignment out as quickly as possible.  As the character Paul Sheldon illustrates, good writing isn’t a race against the clock.  This workshop will focus on the following: dynamic language usage, avoidance of excessive “To Be” verbs and passive voice, sentence variation, organizational strategies, textual support, etc.  Graded assignments will fall under the category of the “Daily Points.”   And as always, “The Daily” will include things like quizzes, paper-passes, and other in-class activities intended to assess your understanding.  (100 points)


♦ The Poetic & Prose Seventh

As part of our classroom routine to prepare you for the Regents Exam, we will begin each class by analyzing a poem or a prose passage.  Over the course of the unit we will read a wide range of poetry and prose that address the content and standards of the exam.  After having received the seventh literary piece, you will be assigned a task that directly mirrors a portion of the exam.  (100 points)

♦ Literary Terms Journal

Over the course of the year we will read a variety of texts covering the major literary genres: poetry, drama, novels, short fiction.  You will be exposed to a number of literary terms that I want you to document in this journal.  Please follow the examples and format provided for you.  (100 points)


♦ Tangible Object Project

You will receive a list of 55 options and you will need to demonstrate your understanding of the text in a medium of your choosing.  (100 points)

