Strunk & White

The Elements of Style
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Demonstration of Understanding

Tangible Object Project

☺Directions


- Pedagogical conundrums often keep me awake at night, and such was the case last night.  As I tussled and turned, my restless mind grappled with notions of assessment: Should I administer a test after we read Strunk & White? Should I play Parts of Speech cop and have students identify all their conjunctions and prepositions in an essay?  Should I give a pink belly torture to those who dangle their modifiers?  Such agony, such indecision (This is a fragment, but I like how it flows).  


And then I remembered the semantic charm of an old professor (I started with a conjunction – Is that permissible?).  She said, “Kristian, assessment is nothing more and nothing less than a demonstration of understanding.”  Like butter and salt applied to corn on the cob, I felt complete as a teacher.  Instead of the traditional methods of assessment, I’ll have you demonstrate your understanding by producing Strunk & White’s concepts tangibly.  With a partner, here’s what you need to do:
□ Produce something tangible for the section(s) or concept(s) that you are assigned.  For example, if you are assigned concept XI in Section I, you and your partner will need to demonstrate your understanding of the following concept – “A participial phrase at the beginning of a sentence must refer to the grammatical subject.”  The intrinsic concept of this principal can be demonstrated in any form: painting, drawing, collage, cake, food art, song, dance, skit
□ Present your concept or principal to the class in a way that ensures everyone “gets it.”  As such, think carefully about how you’ll present and consider whether or not your object and presentation will afford your peers an opportunity to learn

Work Hard, Ask Questions & Have Some Fun
