Rhetorically Assessing Columbine




Deconstructing Susan Klebold’s Essay

☺ Essay Overview & Objective
For the first time in nearly a decade, Susan Klebold addressed the public concerning her maternal role in the events that transpired at Columbine.  Several years ago, Oprah Winfrey posed the following question to Susan – How did you not see it coming?  While much of the world characterized Dylan Klebold as a “monster,” several also pointed the finger at Susan Klebold for being a neglegent parent.  In this essay, Susan finally addresses her critics and responds to Oprah’s question.
In this essay of 2-3 pages in length, you will need to critique and evaluate the linguistic strategies Susan Klebold uses to establish her position.  Consider her audience and how she rhetorically positions herself.  As always, I want you to strive for progress.  Carefully look over your last essays and the “To Work On” column.  Please make a concerted effort to make some advances in these areas.  Also consider the following areas for analysis:

□ We’ve spent a lot of time addressing how to construct a thesis.  Stick to the simple rules: stay away from plot summary, keep it theoretical, keep it declarative.

□ How does Susan Klebold develop her ethos, pathos, and logos (including logical fallacies)?  Moreover, how does each rhetorical device construct meaning in the essay?

□ Cover the “STD’s” of the piece (Syntax, Tone, Diction).  Determine how these elemental pieces help to create the ‘Big Picture.’
□ The syllogistic construct can be your friend.  Unless you have another organizational strategy to use, stick to this one.  Remember to develop your textual support and analysis.

□ We’ve touched upon several topics in our writing workshops – sentence variation, sentence length, embedded quotes, developing language-level analysis, etc. – continue to strive for progress.
