Hamlet




Reader’s Response 

Entry #3
Act III
Directions

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

Act III Scene I

1. What is Hamlet pondering in his famous “To be or not to be” (III.I 63-99) soliquay?  Refer directly to the text to support your answer.

2. What is Hamlet saying to Ophelia in his “Get thee to the nunnery speech (III. i 130-141)?

3. Using specific textual references, build the argument that Hamlet has indeed stolen Ophelia’s virginity and “sullied” her womanhood.

4. Why does King Claudius want to send Hamlet to England?

Act III Scene II

5. Hamlet asks of Horatio, “I prithee, when thou seest that act afoot,/Even with the very comment of thy soul/Observe my uncle”(141).  Why does Hamlet make this request?

6. Identify, analyze, and interpret the sexual puns in Hamlet’s remarks to Ophelia in Act III Scene II (Lines 115-141).

7. The play within the play serves many purposes.  How does it mirror the events that have already occurred in Denmark?  Use specific textual references to support your answer.

8. How does the play within the play foreshadow events to come?

9. Unpack the multiple meanings of Hamlet’s remark to Ophelia: “It would cost you a groaning to take off my edge”(153).

Act III Scene III

10. What motivations does King Claudius have in wanting to send Hamlet to England?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

11. Hamlet draws his sword on King Claudius while he is praying.  Why doesn’t he kill?  Refer directly to the text.

Act III Scene IV

12. Describe in detail how and why Polonius met his death.

13. What does Queen Gertrude mean when she says: “Oh Hamlet, speak no more!/Thou turn’st my eyes into my soul,/And there I see such black and grained spots/As will not leave their tinct”(175)?

14.  What purpose does the ghost serve in Act III Scene IV?

15. Hamlet says to his mother, “I must be cruel only to be kind”(181).  Describe the context surrounding this comment and analyze what it means.

