Into the Wild


Reader’s Response Journal

Entry #3

Directions:

( Respond to 4 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

Bullhead City

1. McCandless underlined the following passage in The Call of The Wild: “The dominant primordial beast was strong in Buck, and under the fierce conditions of trail life it grew and grew.  Yet it was a secret growth.  His newborn cunning gave him poise and control”(38).  Explain why this passage would appeal to Alexander Supertramp.

2. Krakauer sees a contradiction in McCandless’ extended stay in Bullhead City, Arizona.  What is the contradiction?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

3. What does the following postcard to Westerberg reveal about McCandless: “It’s a good place to spend the winter and I might finally settle down and abandon my tramping life, for good. I’ll see what happens when spring comes around, because that’s when I tend to get really itchy feet”(39).

4. Supertramp allegedly has a clear set of values.  Place those values beneath the lens of the following passage: “At the time he wrote those words, he was holding down a full-time job flipping Quarter Pounders at McDonald’s on the main drag, commuting to work on a bicycle.  Outwardly, he was living a surprisingly conventional existence, even going so far as to open a savings account at a local bank”(39).

5. George Dreesen, Chris’ manager at McDonald’s, said that McCandless made a “statement to let us know we didn’t own him, I guess”(40).  What statement is he referring to?

6. Charlie says of McCandless and his own life – “Seemed like a kid who was looking for something, looking for something, just didn’t know what it was.  I was like that once, but then I realized what I was looking for: money!  Ha!  Ha hyah, hooh boy!(42).  Do you think McCandless would have turned out the same way had he lived?  Explain.

7. McCandless is clearly obsessed with the author Jack London.  Krakauer, however, provides us with textual clues to support reasons why McCandless should not have admired London.  What are the faults that Krakauer finds with London?

Anza-Borrego

1. In a book by Henry David Thoreau, McCandless underlined the following sentence: “No man ever followed his genius till it mislead him”(47).  Is this statement true of McCandless?  Explain.

2. Why would Ronald Franz write a postscript to Krakauer stating, “Please do not make these facts available to anybody till I know more about his death for he was not just the common wayfarer.  Please believe me”(48).

3. Explain Franz’s unfortunate life events and how they impact his interaction with McCandless.

4. Franz taught McCandless to work with leather.  Explain the symbols in the belt that are detailed on pages 52-53.

5. Franz recalls a conversation he had with McCandless and remembers how Chris often spoke of the “endemic idiocy of mainstream American life”(52).  What does he mean by this?

6. McCandless doesn’t accept offers from most people.  Why, then, does he accept Franz’s continual offerings?

7. Analyze and interpret: “My mother was an only child.  So was my father.  And I was their only child.  Now that my own boy’s dead, I’m the end of the line.  When I’m gone, my family will be finished, gone forever.  So I asked Alex if I could adopt him, if he would be my grandson”(55).

a. Why does Franz make this request of somebody he’s only briefly known?

b. How does McCandless react to the offer?

c. Is McCandless incapable of human intimacy?  Why

8. In a letter to Franz, McCandless states: “I’d like to repeat the advice I gave you before, in that I think you really should make a radical change in your lifestyle and begin to boldly do things which you may previously never have thought of doing, or been too hesitant to attempt.

a. How does Franz react to this letter?

b. What does McCandless mean by “radical change?”  Does Franz make the change?

9. Analyze and interpret McCandless’ statements to Franz: “So many people live within unhappy circumstances and yet will not take the initiative to change their situation because they are conditioned to a life of security, conformity, and conservatism, all of which may appear to give one peace of mind, but in reality nothing is more damaging to the adventurous spirit within a man than a secure future”(57).

10. Analyze and interpret: “The joy of life comes from our encounters with new experiences, and hence there is no greater joy than to have an endlessly changing horizon, for each day to have a new and different sun”(57).

11.  Would McCandless be proud of Franz for the life changes he made?  Explain your answer by referring directly to the text.

12. Analyze and critique Franz’s reaction: “When Alex left Alaska, I prayed.  I asked God to keep his finger on the shoulder of that one; I told him that boy was special.  But he let Alex die.  So on December 26, when I learned what happened, I renounced the Lord.  I withdrew my church membership and became an atheist.  I decided I couldn’t believe in a God who let something that terrible happen to a boy like Alex”(60).   
