RULE OF THE BONE


[image: image1.png]&) R

(Wi

RUSSELL BANKS

&\





Reader’s Response 

Entry # 1

Pages 1-41

Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1. With the understanding that identities are created through nature and nurture, explain how Chappie’s family history might influence and shape him as a character.  Base your response on direct textual references.

2. Do you believe that Chappie is a truthful, reliable narrator?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

3. “One day he says to me, where’d you get these coins, kid?  and I go into this sad story about my grandmother dying and leaving them to me and I could only sell a few of them at a time because it was all I had of hers and didn’t want to let the whole collection go”(9).

a. What motivates Chappie to pawn these coins?

b. What does Chappie’s response reveal about his character?

c. Based on what we learn on page 13, why is the lie ironic?

4. Analyze and interpret Chappie’s and Ken’s reaction: “I said to him, I thought they were your coins, and he reached out and slapped me real hard on the other side of the head”(12)

5.  With regards to the “coin incident” on pages 10-14, consider the following essential questions:

a. Is man innately evil?

b. How can an identity function and form in a world of dysfunction?

6. With regards to the rifle scene on pages 14-16, what do we learn about Chappie’s character?

7. In chapter II Chappie labels himself “criminal.”  Why does he believe that he is a criminal?  Do you agree with him?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

8. Analyze and interpret Ken’s response: “See, there you go! my stepfather says to his buddies.  The kid doesn’t know right from wrong.”(21).  Does he have a point?  Do you agree with Ken?

9. Analyze and interpret the following scene from both Chappie’s and his mother’s perspective: “She put her hand to her mouth and took a few short steps away from me, then turned and disappeared into the crowd.  And as I crossed over toward Ross and the other kids I remember saying to myself, Now I’m a criminal.  Now I’m a real criminal”(23).

10. Why does Chappie think that the man and little girl in the mall are from Canada?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

11. Analyze and interpret Chappie’s reaction and impulse to the little girl in the mall: “I wanted to tell her something important about people but I didn’t want her to have to know it yet, she was still too young”(29).

12. With regards to the 2nd paragraph on page 29

a. Why does Chappie feel compelled to “flip out” when he looks at the girl in isolation, disassociated from the man?

b. Explain Chappie’s analogy to the US/Canada/Tyrannosaurus Rex

13. According to Chappie’s sentiments on page 29, why is there such an enormous gap between the world of kids and the adult world?

14. Chappie is having difficulty discerning whether or not Buster is a creep or genuinely solid guy.  Based on the textual clues, why is this the case?

15. Why does Chappie’s past make him suspicious of Buster’s “screen test?”

16. Analyze and interpret: “I feel guilty too because of losing my courage and deciding not to take her place when I saw those mannequins in the window”(40).

