Misery





Reader’s Response 

Entry # 7

Pages 226-283

Directions:

( Respond to 4 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1. Chapter III commences with an excerpt from John Fowler’s The Collector.  Perform a thorough diction analysis as you relate the excerpt to Paul’s current situation.

2. What’s the significance of Paul’s conflict: “Paul leaned back, put his hand over his eyes, and like it or not, he began to go through it.  All the way through it”(238)?

3. How is misery used as a double-entendre in the following statement: “Misery ran through the last four (or maybe it was five) months of his life, all right, plenty of Misery, Misery day in and day out, but surely that was too simple, surely” (239)?

4. On page 239 Paul refers to himself as Scheherazade.  What does this mean in relation to Misery?

5. Paul gets really hung up on the word “gotta” (242-244).  Why does he “gotta” finish Misery?

6. Analyze and interpret Paul’s question to Annie: “Do you want the novel, or do you want me to fill out a questionnaire” (248)?

7. How did Paul lose his left thumb?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

8. From 249-251 Paul considers the “pervasive influence of art” and the affect art has on the human psyche.  What exactly is he referring to?

9. Analyze and interpret the birthday cake scene on page 254.

10. Analyze and interpret the conflict in the following scene: “I won’t scream!  He sat at the window, totally awake now, totally aware that the police car he was seeing in Annie’s driveway was as real as his foot had once been” (258).

11. Perform a thorough diction analysis of Paul’s plea for help: “Africa!’ Paul screamed.  Now his trembling flew up like startled birds and clapped against the sides of his head, as if to hold in his exploding brains.  ‘Africa!  Africa!  Help me!  Help me!  Africa!’” (259).

12. Analyze and interpret the events surrounding the following passage: “Annie pulled the cross free again – its sharpened point has broken off, leaving a jagged, splintering stump – and drove it into his back between the shoulder blades.  She looked like a woman trying to kill a vampire” (261).

13. Perform a thorough plot, conflict, and diction analysis of the following scene: “He stretched out his hand for it.  Annie swerved and ran over both his reaching hand and his forearm.  Blood squirted from the Lawnboy’s grass-exhaust in an amazing jet.  The kid in the trooper uniform screamed.  There was a sharp clang as the mower’s whirling blade struck the pistol.  Then Annie was swerving up the side lawn, using it to turn, and her gaze fell on Paul for one second and Paul felt sure he knew what that momentary gaze meant.  First the Smokey, then him” (263).

14. Annie blames the officer’s death on Paul.  What is her reasoning?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

15. Why does Annie place Paul in the basement?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

16. Analyze and interpret the following scene: “I’m going to stop and put this bottle in the ditch about two miles up the road, she said.  But first I’ll put his fingers on it, of course” (277).

17. Analyze and interpret: “Just let them look under the lawnmower, kiddo.  Just let them look under there and they’ll see plenty out of the ordinary” (278).

18. What does Paul mean in the following comment: “I’ll write THE END, and you’ll read, and then you’ll write THE END, won’t you?  The end of us” (279)?

19. In an earlier chapter King equated Paul to a rat.  How does the analogy work in the following scene: “and the rats won’t bother you, anyway.  They may even recognize you for one of their own, Paul.  They may adopt you” (281)?  

