Into the Wild


Reader’s Response Journal

Entry #7

Directions:

( Respond to 4 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

The Stikine Ice Cap

1. Why is Krakauer convinced that McCandless’ Alaskan odyssey wasn’t a suicidal journey?  Use specific textual references to defend your position.

2. From the outset of the book, we considered whether or not Krakauer was a reliable narrator.  Based on the following passage, is he reliable: “It took me a few hours to clear my tools and other belongings out of the crummy job-site trailer where I’d been squatting; and then I climbed into my car and departed for Alaska.  I was surprised, as always, by how easy the act of leaving was, and how good it felt.  The world was suddenly rich with possibility”(136).

3. In talking about himself nearly thirty years ago, what might Krakauer actually be saying about McCandless: “I had convinced myself for many months that I didn’t really mind the absence of intimacy in my life, the lack of real human connection, but the pleasure I’d felt in this woman’s company – the ring of her laughter, the innocent touch of a hand on my arm – exposed my self-deceit and left me hollow and aching”(137)?

4. Analyze and interpret: “At such moments something resembling happiness actually stirs in your chest, but it isn’t the sort of emotions you want to lean on very hard”(143).

a. What does Krakauer mean by “such moments?”

b. How is this good advice for McCandless?

5. Analyze and interpret: “The climb was over.  The only place to go was down”(144).

a. Explain the double-entendre in “down.”

b. Is Krakauer passing judgment on McCandless?  Explain

c. As far as Krakauer is concerned, is there a danger in thinking too much?

The Stikine Ice Cap

1. How might the following sentiment by Krakauer mirror the decision making of McCandless: “But the thought of returning to Boulder in defeat wasn’t very appealing either.  I could all too easily picture the smug expressions of condolence I’d receive from those who’d been certain of my failure from the get-go”(146)?

2. While Krakauer decides whether or not to climb the thumb, he gets quite high smoking marijuana.  Why did this prove to be a mistake?  Use textual references to help support your claims.

3. McCandless’ father played a role in his death.  How does Krakauer’s father almost play a role in his death?  Use textual references to help support your claims.

4. Analyze and interpret Krakauer’s sentiments and how they might have mirrored McCandless’ had he lived: “I came to understand that I had baffled and infuriated my father at least as much as he had baffled and infuriated me.  I saw that I had been selfish and unbending and a giant pain in the ass.  He’d build a bridge of privilege for me, a hand-paved trestle to the good life, and I repaid him by chopping it down and crapping on the wreckage”(148-149).

5. Krakauer tells us, “There was another irony he failed to appreciate”(150).  What are the ironies of his relationship with his father?

6. How might Krakauer’s sentiments mirror McCandless’: “I knew that people sometimes died climbing mountains.  But at the age of twenty-three, personal mortality – the idea of my own death – was still largely outside my conceptual grasp”(151)?

7. Krakauer observes, “The people I chatted with in Kito’s didn’t seem to doubt that I’d been on top of the Thumb; they just didn’t care much”(154).

a. In the case of both Krakauer and McCandless, are they making these odysseys for themselves or for others?

b. Why does Krakauer need approval of others?  Does McCandless do the same?

c. Had McCandless walked out alive, how would he deal with the “I don’t give a shit” attitude?

8. Analyze and interpret: “When I decided to go to Alaska that April, like Chris McCandless, I was a raw youth who mistook passion for insight and acted according to an obscure, gap-ridden logic”(155).

The Alaska Interior

1. Thoroughly analyze the diction in the following excerpt from Roderick Nash that McCandless highlighted in one of his books: “Wilderness appealed to those bored or disgusted with man and his works.  It not only offered an escape from society but also was an ideal stage for Romantic individual to exercise the cult that he frequently made of his own soul.  The solitude and total freedom of the wilderness created a perfect setting for either melancholy or exultation”(157).

2. Why would McCandless be opposed to Stuckey’s reasoning, “Alex was clean shaven and had short hair, and I could tell by the language he used that he was a real sharp fella.  He wasn’t what you’d call a typical hitchhiker.  I’m usually leery of ‘em.  I figure there’s probably something wrong with a guy if he can’t even afford a bus ticket”(159).

3. Perform a thorough diction analysis of McCandless’ note on page 163.

4. Krakauer catalogs several ironic circumstances surrounding McCandless’ death.  Touch upon a few.

5. Analyze McCandless’ diction in the following journal entry: “Maggots already!  Smoking appears ineffective.  Don’t know, looks like disaster.  I now wish I had never shot the moose.  One of the greatest tragedies of my life”(167).

6. Perform a thorough diction analysis of McCandless’ journal entry on page 168.

7. Analyze and interpret the Tolstoy quotes on page 169.  Does McCandless live up to these life decrees, or is he a fake?

8. Analyze and interpret McCandless’ journal entry, “Disaster ... Rained in.  River look impossible.  Lonely, scared”(170).

