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Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1.  Based on pages 253-254, analyze and interpret Dallas’ reaction to Ben’s news.

2.  Based on pages 263-265, analyze and interpret Cody’s reaction to Ben’s news.

3.  Regarding Rudy’s death on pages 266-268, what insight does Ben’s handling of the situation reveal about his own feelings concerning his impending death?

4.  With regards to Rudy’s letter on pages 269-270, consider one of our essential questions – To what extent does fear motivate life?
5.  Unpack what Ben means by the following remark – “My catch in the Horseshoe Bend game is a bigger deal than Rudy McCoy’s life” (273)

6.  Examine the impact Ben’s impending death has on the following revelation – “And maybe somebody else will take it out of trust to the world and run into the other folk who won’t let Malcolm die.  Just because I don’t have lots of time doesn’t mean there isn’t lots of time” (277).

7.  Based on pages 280-281, analyze and interpret Ben’s parent’s reaction to the news.

8.  Examine the spiritual advice Hey-Soos is providing Ben – “Not all of them were famous.  At any rate, all of them knew connection is everything and life is risky.  They knew the rule of joy and fear.  They knew nothing dies.  They knew the big bang; that same version of everything is inside you.  Life is your practice field.  The state playoffs are inside you” (286).

9.  On page 291, Ben draws a correlation between education and the war in Iraq.  Examine this parallel and its merits

10.  Critique the manner in which Ben breaks the news to Mr. Lambeer.  Why does he inform his teacher in this manner and at this time?

11.  Think as an author: why would Chris Crutcher find it necessary to kill Sooner Cowans?

12.  During Sooner’s funeral, Ben says – “Never have I been in the presence of so much regret” (302).  Examine what he means by this.

13.  Analyze and interpret the “meaning” Ben is seeking – “I have no idea what that means” (302).

14.  Why does Ben feel the need to visit Mr. Cowans one last time before his death?

15.  On page 310 Dallas comes to apologize to Ben.  What does she have to apologize for?

16.  What message does Ben want his graduating class to take away from his farewell address?

