Misery





Reader’s Response 

Entry # 6

Pages 183-225

Directions:

( Respond to 4 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1. On page 183-184 King details Paul’s excursion into Annie’s pantry as “anticlimactic.”  Based on the events that take place, why is his adventure out of the room “anticlimactic?”

2. From pages 184-201 Paul strolls through Annie’s “Memory Lane” scrap book.  Based on the textual references, what does Paul discover about Annie’s past?

3. During Annie’s absence Paul considers his escape and thinks to himself – “So it’s that same old game again, isn’t it?  Paulie …can you?” (202). What is the game and what “can” Paul do to win the game?

4. In considering possible ways to kill Annie, Paul admits –“[He’s] like a man who loves nothing better than a thick steak but wouldn’t last an hour in a slaughterhouse” (205).  What does Paul mean by this?

5. Analyze and interpret the following events: “Paul closed his eyes and dropped off to sleep and when the Cherokee came whispering back into the driveway that morning at four o’clock with both engine and lights off, he did not stir until he felt the sting of the hypo sliding into his arm and woke to see her face leaning over his, he hadn’t the slightest idea she was back” (205).

6. In chapter 21 Annie has good and bad news for Paul.  Using a direct textual reference for each, what is the good and bad news?

7. Annie explains to Paul: “One of the reasons I brought you back was because it seemed like more than a coincidence … it seemed more like the hand of Providence” (210).  Explain what Annie means by this statement.

8. After acknowledging that Paul escaped the room, Paul states – “What a fooler you are, Annie” (216).  What prompts Paul to say this and how is it that Annie is actually fooling Paul?

9. Analyze and interpret: “Oh, liars can swear!  Liars love to swear!  Well, go ahead and treat me like a fool, if that’s what you want.  That’s fine.  Goody-goody for you.  Treat s woman who … “(218).

10. Analyze and interpret: “I investigated under your mattress a little before I gave you your pre-op shot.  I suspected to find capsules; the knife was a complete surprise.  I almost cut myself.  But you didn’t put it there, did you?” (219)

11. How does Annie’s story of the Kimberly Diamond Mine and hobbling on page 220-221 pertain to Paul’s current predicament?

12. Analyze and interpret the context surrounding the following event: “The axe came whistling down and buried itself – Paul Sheldon’s left leg just above the ankle.  Pain …” (222).

13. In order to hobble Paul, why does Annie need an axe, a box of matches, a propane torch, and a pre-op shot?

14. Analyze and interpret: “She picked up his foot.  Its toes were still squirming.  She carried it across the room …” (224). 

