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Reader’s Response Journal

Entry #5
Pages 204-250
Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1.  Analyze and interpret: “I figured if I stayed as close to God as I could, he’d keep me safe” (206).

2.  What are the correlations between Donny Blankenship and Ben?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

3.  Analyze and interpret: “I murdered a fourteen-year-old boy” (209)

4.  Concerning the story of Donny Blankenship, consider one of our essential questions – what becomes of the truth when it hides behind secrets?

5.  Dr. Wells and Ben encounter a moral dilemma on pages 213-215.  Weigh both sides of the argument.  Who is correct?  Explain

6.  Ben concludes his dream with Hey-Soos by announcing “Got it” (218).  What does he get?

7.  With regards to Ben’s list of “Things I want to know before I die,” how would you characterize it?

8.  Based on pages 223-224, account for Ben’s inflexibility with his civics project.

9.  Analyze and interpret the implications of the following line: “The thing that prevents the worst from happening is the truth” (228)

10.  On page 231 Ben asks Coach about Becky Sanders.  What is his ulterior motive?

11.  Examine what Ben means when he says – “I can’t let them see me weak.  That would ruin everything” (237)

12.  Analyze and interpret Ben’s “about face” – “I wish I hadn’t been so selfish as to think I could ask for a normal year” (239).

13.  Explain why Ben confides in Rudy before anyone else.  Use a quote to help support your answer.

14.  Ben says, “I like you and I want you to help me mess with Mr. Lambeer so I can die happy” (245).  Is it this simple, or is there more to Ben’s agenda with Rudy?  Explain.
15.  Why is coach the second person to know about Ben’s impending death?
