RULE OF THE BONE
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Reader’s Response 

Entry # 5

Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1. Chapter Nine is entitled “School Days.”  With regards to “thankfulness,” “normal,” and Chappie’s past versus his present, what has he learned already from I-Man?

2. Analyze and interpret Bone’s thought process: “Anyhow whenever I-Man told me to give thanks and praise to Jah because I’d just said how cool everything was it was like he was telling me to thank the monkey god ...” (154).

3. On pages 154-156, Bone says that I-Man is “truly religious” and lives life like God intended.  What does he mean by this?

4. Analyze and interpret: “I said I was an outlaw too and Bone wasn’t my real name and I-Man said every honest man was an outlaw and every free man if he didn’t want to carry a slavery name had to choose a new one” (156).

5. I-Man tells bone that “he’d come to his lights, he said which was when he first came to know I-Self.” (156-157).  Do you believe that Bone is coming to an understanding of “I-Self?”  In making your judgment, consider Bone’s and I-Man’s philosophy on marijuana use on pages 157-158.

6. On page 157-158 I-Man and Bone have a philosophical difference on what it means that “everyone was the same I and I.  One love.  One heart.  One I.”  Explain these differing viewpoints.

7. Analyze the “then” and “now” of Bone’s realization – “...the moonlight would look so incredibly peaceful and beautiful that it was hard to believe that at one time not so very long ago I’d seen this place as spooky and kind of nasty ...” (166-167).

8. Analyze and interpret I-Man’s comment: “Somewhere out dere, Froggy, in de cold wild hinterlands of America, dere mus’ a mama be ...” (167).

9. Examine what Bone implies with regards to the following event: “I-Man did have a point although he didn’t make it in words, just by example instead which was typical plus it kept you on your toes and thinking on your own.  But getting kids to do stuff for their own good when they don’t want to can be dangerous and only works out for the best once in a while” (169).

10. Based on page 169, according to Bone why is their such an enormous gap between the adult and kid world?

11. How might the phone conversation with Nancy Riley a(e)ffect Froggie’s identity, sense of self, and her possibilities in life (170-175).  Use a quote to help support your answer.

12. Based on pages 170-175, should Bone send Froggie back to Wisconsin to live with her mom?  Use a quote to help support your answer.  

13. What exactly is Bone saying about I-Man’s characterization: “He was the opposite of my friend Russ and most people in America who flip out if they don’t have a plan for the rest of their lives and I have to admit there was a little of that in me too” (175).

14. Analyze and interpret: “No sweat, I said and explained to her about the money in the sock, how it was hers and no one else’s and she should use it any way she wanted or needed to and not to give it over to anybody not even to her mom although I was thinking especially not to her mom” (181).


a. Why does Bone emphasize “especially not to your mom?”

b. Analyze Chappie’s tone.  How does he feel about this decision?

15.  What ultimately motivates Bone to return home?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

