RULE OF THE BONE
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Reader’s Response 

Entry # 4

Pages 109-151

Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1. Early in the chapter “The Bone Rules,” Chappie convinces Russ not to return to the bus.  Explain his rationale while referring directly to the text.  In addition, where do they plan on residing?

2. On pages 113-114, Chappie creates a fictitious identity during a conversation with an Air Force officer.  Based on the exchange, consider the following essential question – what does it mean to be true to yourself?

3. Perform a thorough diction analysis on what Chappie means in the following statement: “Once you cut your ties to the past like we’d done you’ve gone the whole route.  There’s no more near or far, it’s all the same thing – gone” (120)

4. Carefully analyze the motivation behind Chappie’s and Russ’s reaction to the TV new – “We kind of watched Sally Jessy Raphael and then the local news came on with some stuff about the fire … (120)

5. Based on page 120, how do you suppose one’s musical interest shapes their identity?  In particular, what genre did Chappie listen to and what kinds of music do you suppose Bone will listen to?

6. On pages 122-123 Chappie considers – “I was thinking somehow Russ wasn’t into the new way of life as deep as I was.”  Based on the contextual evidence, what does Chappie mean by this remark?

7. Do you agree or disagree with Chappie’s assertion – “It was like I had gone and changed completely who I was, my name, my whole attitude, my hair even, and he hadn’t changed anything.  I was the Bone now for sure but Russ was still Russ” (123).

8. Based on pages 125-129, what does Bone realize about the nature of friendship and what constitutes true friendship?

9. Analyze and interpret Bone’s mixed and conflicted sentiments with regards to Russ’s departure: “Then a few minutes later when I knew he was gone from the house I started to cry.  That only lasted a couple of seconds though because the more I thought about it the more pissed I got at Russ …” (128-129)

10. On page 129 Bone perceives himself to be a criminal versus a “regular person.”  What motivates his logic?

11. Explain Bone’s epiphany and transformation as he examines himself in the mirror: “It was strange to stand there in front of the mirror and see myself like I was my own best friend, a kid I wanted to hang with forever.  This was a boy … If was going to be alone for the rest of my life this was the person I wanted to be alone with” (130-131)
12. What does the “gun incident” and Bone’s reaction to it reveal about his character (131-133)?

13. As Bone is hitchhiking out of Keene, a Chevy van that has “Church of the Disadvantaged Saints” painted on the side picks him up.  How and why is the inscription on the van ironic especially when you consider the driver?

14. Analyze and interpret what Bone means when he says, “But Buster Brown is a man of contrasts” (138)

15. What does the following admission reveal about the differing identities between Chappie and Bone – “Also I was once again thinking about saving Froggie but this time the idea of substituting myself for him did not occur to me I’m proud to say …” (138)

16. On pages 138-139 Buster unpacks what he means by “sign.”  Since Bone perceives Buster to be a contradictory character, what are some possible contrasting reads for how Bone perceives the implications of the word “sign?”

17. Analyze and interpret: “We were all the way out to the Northway now and Buster turned the van left onto the ramp heading North, not the direction I’d originally planned on going but there really wasn’t much I could do about it now.  Besides my criminal mind was already …” (142)

a. Are Bone’s intentions truly criminal?

b. Based on this event, what are the differing characteristic traits and ethics between Bone and Chappie?

18. The world is a small place for Chappie, which is partially why he changes his identity and becomes Bone.  How does this notion work with regards to pages 143-144?
19. Explain the circumstances, based on textual references, by which Buster gained custody of Froggie

20. Analyze and interpret the context surrounding the following statement: “Racially this was getting to be quite an unusual night for me.  I hadn’t seen this many black people on the same night …” (150).

21. Analyze and interpret Bone’s new notion of friendship.  How does it differ from Chappie’s understanding of friendship (Look at last paragraph on page 151)?

