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Reader’s Response Journal

Entry #4

Pages 144-203

Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1.  On pages 145-146, Hey-Soos pontificates on the meaning and purpose of our existence.  According to him, why are we here?

2.  Examine the paradoxical nature of Ben’s sentiment: “It almost made me understand why some guys point to the sky when they make a good play, like God wanted them to catch it or something, which by the way, really pisses me off when I see it.  I like Hey-Soos’ take …” (152).

3.  Ben’s father gives him an open window of opportunity on page 157 to come clean.  Why doesn’t Ben reveal his truth?

4.  On page 158, Ben rationalizes to himself all the reasons why it’s okay that he hasn’t told his mother.  Do you buy into his logic?  Explain

5.  What is Mr. Bank’s point in burning a copy of Malcolm X’s autobiography?

6.  Examine the conflict that underlies Ben’s current predicament: “What really worries me is that she feels big-time betrayed by her uncle and all the people who were supposed to take care of her.  If she finds out like now …” (169)

7.  What is at the basis of Hey-Soos’s rhetorical questions – “What if you lived in a culture where every father had sexual relations with every daughter before the age of ten?  What if it was just what was done?  What if you were considered a horrible parent if you didn’t do that and would lose your child?  What if every girl in the world was chastised if she missed that coming-of-age event? (170)
8.  Analyze and interpret: “People who feel ruined, or scared all the time, simply can’t tell the truth.  When she can tell it, own it instead of letting it own her, she’ll be fine” (170).

9.  Some people assert that football mirrors the game of life.  Ben ponders this sentiment and realizes that “football was my insulation” (179).  What does he mean by this?

10.  Based on pages 181-182, what do you suppose Rudy is hiding from?

11.  With regards to pages 185 and 186 and the “truth” Dallas reveals, consider one of our essential questions – “what becomes of the truth when it hides behind secrets?”

12.  Explain the “shit” that concludes chapter thirteen.

13.  Lambeer poses an important question to Ben – And you’re willing to do that.  You have probably a three-point seven grade average, are looking at a bright future, and you’d sacrifice it all to make this point? (193)


a).  What is Ben’s point?


b).  Why is he willing to tempt fate?

14.  Based on pages 194-195, we get a glimpse of Ben’s “point” behind his civics project.  What exactly is his point?

15.  Analyze and interpret: “Truth is, I use the Malcolm X factor as an excuse to see Rudy” (198).  Why is Ben so intent on seeing Rudy?

