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Reader’s Response Journal

Entry #3

Pages 97-143

Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1.  Analyze and interpret: “You get a fleeting sense that Sooner doesn’t want us to win this because of what it will mean about him” (98).  What will it mean?

2.  With regards to the football game against Horseshoe Bends, consider one of our essential questions – “To what extent does fear motivate life?

3.  Concerning the “immaculate reception” on pages 110-111, consider one of our essential questions – what are we faced with when we’re faced with death?

4.  To what extent does Ben’s impending death impact this statement – “He’s right.  This is not the night to try to repair my mother” (114)?

5.  Examine the various conflicts that are at play on pages 117-118.

6.  Analyze and interpret: “I watch Sooner’s taillights as he leaves the lot.  ‘Jeez.  Stuff like that happens, makes it hard to hate him” (121)
7.  On pages 122-123, Dallas and Ben discuss their futures.  Why doesn’t Ben come clean in this instance?

8.  Analyze and interpret: “The universal lottery stuck me with them and vice versa, but time with Dallas is a choice” (123).

9.  Dallas says of her first night with Ben – “I was testing” (124).  Explain her “test.”

10.  Examine the irony of Dallas’ sentiment: “I like you, Ben.  I know about living in secrecy.  Secrecy’s okay with the general public, but you’d better not be doing it with people you care about. It ruins everything” (125)

11.  Analyze and interpret the “meaning” of Hey-Soos’s look on page 127.

12.  Analyze and interpret Ben’s sentiment: “I want to make this year my life: a regular life where people treat you regular.  It seems like I have a right to ask for that.  I drift again” (128)

13.  What does the following question reveal about Ben – “Are you leaving next year after we’re gone?” (132)

14.  Analyze and interpret: “That’s one reason I don’t tell him.  He made a deal about me, too” (133)

15.  Why is Ben so intent on getting a street named after Malcolm X in Trout.  Moreover, why does he seem to intent on sabotaging Lambeer’s class?

16.  Regarding Malcolm X Street, Ben says – “I was just making a point” (139).  What’s his point?

