RULE OF THE BONE
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Reader’s Response 

Entry # 3

Pages 84-108

Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1. Early in chapter six Russ tries to coax Chappie into returning to the video den to reclaim his possessions.  Why doesn’t Chappie want to return?

2. What ultimately motivates Chappie and Russ to steal the red pick-up truck at Stewart’s Convenient Store?  Are they innately evil?  Criminals?  Desperate?  In stating your case, use a quote to support your answer.

3. Based on the following excerpt, what does the word “free” mean to Chappie – “There was other good stuff in there too – a 12 pack of Bud Kings, some chips, and some Kotexes probably for the guy’s wife which naturally caused Russ to make a couple of his crude jokes but I didn’t mind because for the moment at least we were like free, free to just be ourselves ...” (88)?

4. With regards to the following characterization of Richard – “He didn’t seem to remember Russ from before or not to remember him either – it was like he was like he was empty inside and stuff you said to him bounced around his head like BBs or pinballs for a few seconds and then rolled to the bottom” (92)

a. What does Chappie’s attitude and judgments about Richard reveal about what he values most in a person?

b. What is Chappie’s perception about those who use drugs?

5. Note Chappie’s language in the following introductory exchange – “This’s James, Russ says to me.  Him and Richards are brothers.  No sit, I said” (93).  Based on the context of the event, why does Chappie respond this way and what is he communicating about himself?

6. Analyze and interpret: “I remember just before I fell asleep that night which was the first night of new life ...” (94).  What does Chappie mean by his “new life?”

7. Richard details a discursive story about the bus to Russ and Chappie.  He says that “this bus was like good karma for us and bad karma for my sister Nicole and bad karma for practically every kid ...” (95).

a. Explain what Richard means by good and bad karma

b. How is it that James and Richard came to reside in the bus?

c. What is Chappie’s opinion and attitude about Richard?

8. Analyze and interpret: “Check it out, you don’t have a past, man!  It’s like being dead without having to die first” (98).

9.  “...although the truth is we were really scared and were laughing and falling down to keep from thinking about what scared us” (100).

a. What really scares Chappie and Russ?

b. Who would you be or how would you change your identity if nobody knew your name, your face, your past?

10.  Analyze and interpret: “I loved that book.  I remember studying the pictures up close like you do when you’re real small and asking Grandma about the flag because it kind of scared me but she said it was just something Captain Hook and the pirates did to make people think they were evil when all they were really interested in was finding buried treasure.  It’s a good story ...” (105)

a. How is Chappie like the black flag and Captain Hook?

b. What is emblematic of Chappie’s buried treasure?

11.  Why does Chappie change his name to Bone and what’s the significance of the name?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

12.  Analyze and interpret Chappie’s sentiments about identity construction and power – “I was in a way a new person with a new name and new body even and my old identity as Chappie wasn’t dead, it was only a secret ...” (107-108).

