Hard Love


Reader’s Response Journal 

Entry #3

Pages 92-154

Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1.  On page 97, John (Gio) decides to “stop all this lying about dumb stuff like my name” (97).  Why is he honest to Diana and not to Marisol?
2.  Analyze and interpret the motivation of John’s lie: “Actually, I do have a girlfriend.  I’ve been seeing her on weekends when I stay at Dad’s …(99).
3.  Unpack the diction of Marisol’s comment: “Gio, you are radically confused” (109).

4.  Based on the first paragraph on page 114, is John being truthful to himself about his intentions with this “sleepover”?

5.  From John’s perspective, what mixed signals, if any at all, does Marisol give him during this sleepover?  Base your answer on the text.

6.  Analyze and interpret: “I didn’t think that you would act like that, like one of those high school boys who tease all the time.  I didn’t expect it” (117)


a).  Is Marisol just talking about a letter?  Explain


b).  How does Marisol’s comment put into conflict John’s projected persona?  

7.  With regards to Marisol’s letter to her mother, what’s the cause of her character flaws?  More importantly, what place does John have in her life?

8.  Analyze and interpret John’s father’s reaction to Marisol.  How and why does Marisol’s presence alter the interaction between father and son?

9.  Based on page 127, what is Marisol’s intention for accepting John’s invitation to the prom?
10.  Analyze and interpret: “I have to admit I was kind if enjoying this little fantasy of Marisol-the-girlfriend, even though I knew it would make her furious (128).

a).  Why does Gio entertain the fantasy then?


b).  What might this line foreshadow with regards to the upcoming prom?

11.  Analyze and interpret the irony of the “life raft” John refers to on page 134.

12.  The last two paragraphs on page 135 offer two very differing perspectives from John and Marisol about the nature of their relationship.  Explain their differing viewpoints.

13.  Based on the letters John writes to his parents on pages 138-141, describe the “Hard Love” of his parents.

14.  Pages 145-146 feature a poem that Marisol writes to John entitled “You’re not listening.”  Based on the diction of the poem and the context surrounding Marisol writing it, analyze what it is exactly that John isn’t listening to.

15.  On page 150, John offers the explanation to Marisol about why his mother never touches him.  What is the mom’s perspective?

16.  John poses an interesting rhetorical question about the prom – “What was the idea any way? (151).  Answer the question from both Marisol’s and John’s perspective
