Fat Kid Rules the World


Reader’s Response Journal 

Entry #3

Pages 61-99

Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1.  Curt says – “What’s ironic is that everyone’s so busy trying not to look like they’re looking at you that they’re really not looking at you” (61).  Explain the irony of this, especially in light of Troy’s considerations on page 62.

2.  Before the drum lesson begins with Ollie, “silence stretches like taffy” (66).  Why is this scene so awkward for both involved?

3.  Ollie announces to Curt, “Insane freaks, what the hell you up to?  Troy can’t play the drums, you know …” (67).  Why is it that Curt still seems undeterred?

4.  Analyze and interpret Troy’s conflict and characterization: “I’ve got to go home.  This has been fun and all, but there’s no way I’m playing a gig.  I can’t play in front of people.  I hyperventilate.  I cant’ … do it.  I know I’ve said this before, but this time I mean it” (68).

5.  Explain the paradox of Troy’s conflict – “I … no, I mean, I won’t.  It seems like the right thing to say after an assertive speech, but now I’m not so sure.  I stand up really slowly.  Suddenly, I don’t want to leave” (69)

6.  Often times there is an enormous gap between the world of teenagers and adults.  With regards to pages 70-72, how does Troy’s father’s reaction close the gap?

7.  Explain Dayle’s reaction with regards to the context surrounding the following event – “Dayle laughed the loudest and longest, then spent the entire day avoiding me” (72).

8.  How does the following event foil Troy’s plan on pages 72-73: “No practicing after ten p.m. or before seven a.m.  And I want you to learn how to take care of this set …” (74).?

9.  Unpack what Troy means, “…well, I don’t know why Dad wants me to play.  He just does.  It’s my new diet” (74).

10.  Answer the following questions from Troy’s perspective – “You agreed to go to the concert with Curt at ten o’clock on a Saturday night?  You don’t know what time you’ll be home and you’re not sure who you’re going with?  I’m standing right here and you didn’t ask me?” (77).

11.  What prompts Troy’s dad to say – “Troy, you can go to a concert.  You can do this.  You know Curt.  You’re a smart kid.  If there’s a problem you’ll …”?
12.  With regards to chapter 37 (82-83) is Troy’s dad making the best parental decision?  Defend you answer by referring directly to the text.

13.  Analyze and interpret the following scene: “This doesn’t make you an alcoholic.  And you know your father said I was responsible …” (86)


a).  Is Curt’s point valid?


b).  Why is Troy drinking?

14.  Explain what Troy means through the following simile – “It’s like watching layers of grime wash down a clean, white drain” (87)

15.  The following statement by Curt is loaded with double-entendres.  Analyze and interpret both meanings from Curt’s and Troy’s perspective – “Never fear.  T is going to be the biggest … eh-hem … thing …”(89)

16.  Unpack Fat Kid Proverb #52: Never miss an opportunity to dissect a compliment” (89)

17.  Chapter 43 begins with the proclaimation – “I am a participant” (94).  How does this signify an important turning point in Troy’s life?

18.  Analyze and interpret Troy’s sentiment: “And the whole time he’s singing the guitar is saying everything Curt won’t.  It’s so clear I almost hear it in English” (96).

