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Reader’s Response 

Entry # 2

Pages 42-83

Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1. With regards to page 42, explain Chappie’s logic with regards to his justification for selling drugs.  What does this reveal about his character?

2. Analyze and interpret Chappie’s following remark: “Around big dogs if you’re a kid you either learn to do the little dog or you bark” (45).

3. Chappie, on pages 48-49, details his ironic conflict with his parents and the authorities.  What is the exact nature of the conflict and why is it ironic?

4. Chappie’s living situation with Adirondack Iron seems less than satisfactory.  Why does he stay?  Use a quote to support your answer.

5. Analyze and interpret Chappie’s logic: “Cool, I said but I was thinking it was wrong to be stealing stuff on this scale.  It was different from me stealing some old coin collection from my mom or the Christmas shoplifting I got busted for when I was only trying to get back into her good graces” (63-64).

6. Explain Russ’ reasoning: “Moi?  mais no, man!  All I want is the same as the guys’re getting, sinc I’m running the same risk as them.  You can use the help anyhow.  Like whaddya say to only a half of a share?  Since I’m a minor and all I can’t be charged with felony” (66).

7. Analyze and interpret: “Russ wanted to get even but he also wanted to make a profit at it and he had this new idea how he could get both, although I definitely did not like his use of we” (67).

a. What is Russ’ plan to get even?

b. What’s his plan to make a profit?

c. What does “we” signify for Russ (specifically, what’s his plan for Chappie)?

8. Analyze and interpret the differing perspectives: “Chapstick, he said we’re already risking being busted so we might as well profit from it.  Fuck those guys, man.  Yeah, but it’s stealing.  Stealing from thieves is not the same as stealing from straights.  Remember, thieves are not victims, man.  Besides, he explained, this is kind of a set up.  Morally speaking” (68).

9. On pages 68-69 Chappie contemplates the difference between right and wrong.  For him, what’s the difference.  Moreover, have his experiences with Adirondack Iron changes his worldview?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

10. Analyze and interpret the purpose of the following statement: “Bruce says, you and your little buddy, I believe that you have stepped in some very deep shit, Chappie” (71).

11. Analyze and interpret Chappie’s statement and what it says about his character: “But the second he said it I felt lonely because I was separating myself from Russ and then I felt guilty, real guilty because I knew how Bruce would hear it ...” (73).

12. Describe the context surrounding the following event: “Okay, let’s book he said but when I turned to the window I suddenly smelled smoke and saw that the curtains were blackening along the bottom where they lay against the space heater.  It was my fault, I’d pushed the curtains against the heater myself” (79).

13. Analyze and interpret Chappie’s conflict: “Bruce is still up there man.  He thinks I’m locked inside your crib.  He’s trying to save me!” (81).

14. Analyze and interpret what Chappie means when he says to Russ: “Maybe we’ll get lucky and people’ll see your car and think we died in the fire too, I said and ran for the door thinking that was the way it should be, me and Russ and Bruce burned up in the fire together, our bodies turned into three piles of char surrounded by burned-up tons of stolen electronics” (83).

