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Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry.  Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Reader’s Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1. Candy, the old swamper, tries his best to explain the placement of the yellow can in George’s bedside box.

a. What story does Candy give to explain the yellow can

b. Why is George skeptical of the old swamper’s story.  Use a direct textual reference to help support your answer.

2. Explain the context and underlying thought process in the following exchange: “George patted a wrinkle out of his bed, and sat down.  ‘Give the stable buck hell?’ he asked.  ‘Sure.  Ya see the stable buck’s a nigger”(20).

3. Analyze and interpret Lennie’s sense of shame in the following passage: “George scowled at him, and Lennie dropped his head in shame at having forgotten”(22).

4. Answer the following questions that the boss poses to George: “Then why don’t you let him answer?  What you trying to put over?(22).

5. The boss states to George, “Well, I never seen one guy take so much trouble for another guy.  I just like to know what your interest is”(22).  What is George’s interest in Lennie?  Why does he bother?

6. Lennie asks George, “I wasn’t kicked in the head with no horse, was I, George?(23).

a. Did George lie or mislead the boss with his earlier remarks?

b. What would motivate George to the lie to the boss?

c. Is George truly related to Lennie.  Use a direct textual reference to help support your answer.

7. With regards to Curly and Lennie, what does George mean in the following line: “Well, he better watch out for Lennie.  Lennie ain’t no fighter, but Lennie’s strong and quick and Lennie don’t know no rules”(27).

8. The old swamper, Candy, informs George of Curley’s motivation for wearing the glove on his hand.

a. What is the reason?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

b. Elaborate upon and explain Candy’s explanation.

9. Candy informs George that Curley’s wife has “the eye”(28).  What does this mean and how might the character of Curley’s wife play a major role in the novel?

10. Why is George so concerned about Curley when it comes to Lennie.  Use a quote to help support your answer.

11. George makes Lennie repeat the following line: “Hide in the brush by the river, down in the brush by the river”(30).  Why?

12. George refers to Curley’s wife as a “rat-trap” to Lennie (32).  Why would he say such a thing?

13. Analyze and interpret how Slim is characterized in the following line: “His ear heard more than was said to him, and his slow speech had overtones not of thought, but of understanding beyond thought”(34).

