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Pages 51- 96

Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1.  Based on pages 54-56, what do you suppose Ben’s intent is with Rudy McCoy?

2.  Unpack what’s beneath the sarcasm of the following line: “Since Hey-Soos asked me what I wanted to do with this time, I’ve decided a little time with the least of my brethren might look good on my celestial resume and Rudy sure qualifies there” (56).

3.  Ben admits that “Dying makes [him] want to tell as much truth as [he] can as much of the time as [he] can” (60).  With regards to his conversation with Dallas, explain how this ironic tension functions.

4.  With regards to pages 62-63, to what extent is Ben trying to live down stereotypical notions of what it means to be a teenager?

5.  At the end of chapter 5, Dallas asks Ben to the homecoming dance.  With this in mind, consider one of our essential questions – what becomes of the truth when it hides behind secrets?

6.  Analyze and interpret what Hey-Soos means when he says “you’re speaking in tongues” (66).

7.  What makes Marla cry on page 67?

8.  On pages 68-69 Ben considers his remaining time with Dallas.  Considering these pages, think about one of our essential questions – what are we faced with when we’re faced with death?

9.  Examine the conflict underlying the following situation: “You can’t fix this, little bro.  Every time you try and every time you fail.  She’ll either wear herself out and come down or she’ll go the hospital and come down … “(73-74).

10.  Assess the conflict underlying the following line – “I always believed if I’d said the right thing, made a little more convincing argument for her motherhood, I could keep her afloat” (75).

11.  On the bottom of page 77 it’s mentioned that Dallas doesn’t bring friends to her home.  Why do you suppose this is the case?

12.  Ben alludes to Friday Night Lights to make a euphemistic expression.  What is he truly saying?

13.  Pages 79-81 document Ben’s mixed sentiments after having sex with Dallas.  Why is he so conflicted, especially in light of the fact that this is apparently what he wanted for so long?

14.  Based on pages 86-87, why is it so shocking that Rudy is a former priest?
15.  During Ben’s interaction with Hey-Soos (pages 93-94), Ben is very concerned about Rudy McCoy.  Why?

