The Catcher in the Rye


Readers Response Questions

Chapters 21-25

Entry #6

Directions:

( Respond to all questions that have a star (*) placed next to it.  In addition, respond to three more questions of your choosing.   Please follow the suggested format.

Chapter 21

1. Analyze and interpret: “It’s funny.  You take adults, they look lousy when they’re asleep and they have their mouths way open, but kids don’t. Kids look all right.  They can even have spit all over the pillow and they still look all right”(159).

2. Holden’s relationship with Phoebe is unquestionably very strong.  If he decides to forsake society, do you feel that he could sever ties with the people in his life like Phoebe?

3. Is Holden a phony for going back home?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

Chapter 22

1. Analyze and interpret Holden’s reasons for flunking out of Pencey: “A million reasons why.  It was one of the worst schools I ever went to.  It was full of phonies.  And mean guys.  You never saw so many mean guys in your life.  For instance, if you were having a bull session in somebody’s room, and somebody wanted to come in, nobody’d let them in if they were some dopey, pimply guy.  Everybody was always locking their door when somebody wanted to come in.  And they had this goddam secret fraternity that I was too yellow not to join.  There was this one pimply, boring guy, Robert Ackley, that wanted to come in.  He kept trying to join, and they wouldn’t let him.  Just because he was boring and pimply.  I don’t even feel like talking about it.  It was a stinky school.  Take my word”(167).

2. Analyze and interpret: “All you have to do to depress somebody is give them a lot of phony advice while you’re looking for your initials in some can door – that’s all you have to do”(169).

3. What do the events surrounding the following passage suggest about Holden’s character: “One thing?  One thing I like?’  I said.  ‘Okay.’  Trouble was, I couldn’t concentrate too hot.  Sometimes it’s hard to concentrate”(169).

4. The story of James Castle has a great deal of meaning and significance for Holden. Explain.

5. Analyze and interpret: “It is so something really!  Certainly it is!  Why the hell isn’t it?  People never think anything is anything really.  I’m getting goddam sick of it”(172).

6. Analyze and interpret: “I thought it was ‘If a body catch a body,’ I said.  Anyway, I keep picturing all these kids playing some game in a big field of rye and all.  Thousands of little kids, and nobody’s around – nobody big, I mean – except me.  And I’m standing on the edge of some crazy cliff.  What I have to do, I have to catch everybody if they start to go over the cliff – I mean if they’re running and they don’t look where they’re going I have to come out from somewhere and catch them.  That’s all I’d do all day.  I’d just be the catcher in the rye in all.  I know it’s crazy, but that’s the only thing I’d really like to be.  I know it’s crazy”(173).

a. What is the significance of the catcher in the rye and how does it define Holden’s life purpose?

b. Holden constructs his life purpose from a poem that produces a mental picture in his mind.  Why, then, do you suppose JD Salinger has Holden misquote the poem?

c. Why is Holden the only adult in the field?

d. What might the cliff symbolize?

e. Hypothetically speaking, let us say that Holden decides to contribute to society in a traditional manner.  What type of work could he perform that would enable him to be a veritable catcher in the rye?

Chapter 23

1. Analyze and interpret Holden’s intentions: “I felt it again, and I still didn’t feel anything, but I said, ‘I think it’s starting to, now.’  I didn’t want her to get a goddam inferiority complex”(176).

2. Analyze and interpret Holden’s emotional state: “Then, all of a sudden, I started to cry.  I couldn’t help it.  I did it so nobody could hear me, but I did it.  It scared hell out of old Phoebe when I started doing it, and she came over and tried to make me stop, but once you get started, you can’t stop on a goddam dime”(179).

3. Analyze and interpret Holden’s sentiment: “For one thing, I didn’t give much of a damn any more if they caught me.  I really didn’t.  I figured if they caught me, they caught me.  I almost wished they did, in a way”(180).

Chapter 24

1. Analyze and interpret Mr. Antolini’s comments: “I have a terrible feeling that you’re riding for some kind of a terrible, terrible fall.  But I don’t honestly know what kind ... Are you listening to me?  It may be the kind where, at the age of thirty, you sit in some bar hating everybody who comes in looking as if he might have played football in college.  Then again, you may pick up just enough education to hate people who say, ‘It’s a secret between he and I.”  Or you may end up in some business office, throwing paper clips at the nearest stenographer.  I just don’t know.  But do you know what I’m driving at, at all?(186).

a. What is Antolini driving at?  What “fall” could Holden be heading for?

b. What does life hold for Holden according to Antolini?

c. What would prompt Holden’s various forms of hatred?

2. Analyze and interpret Holden’s sentiment: “But you’re wrong about the hating business.  I mean about hating football players and all.  You really are.  I don’t hate too many guys.  What I may do, I may hate them for a little while, like this guy Stradlater I knew at Pencey, and this other boy Robert Ackley.  I hated them once in a while – I admit it – but it doesn’t last too long, is what I mean.  After a while, if I didn’t see them, if they didn’t come in the room, or I didn’t see them in the dining room for a couple of meals, I sort of missed them.  I mean I sort of missed them”(187).

3.  Analyze and interpret Antolini’s comment: “This fall I think you’re riding for – it’s a special kind of fall, a horrible kind.  The man falling isn’t permitted to feel or hear himself hit bottom.  He just keeps falling and falling.  The whole arrangement is designed for men who, at some time or other in their lives, were looking for something their own environment couldn’t supply them with.  Or they thought their own environment couldn’t supply them with.  So they gave up looking.  They gave it up before they even really even got started.  You follow me?(187).

a. Think abstractly: to what extent is Antolini playing the catcher in the rye for Holden?

b. Describe the fall Antolini believes Holden is about to descend.

c. What is the “something” that Holden is looking for in his environment?

d. Has Holden abandoned his search even before looking?  Explain

3. Why would Antolini write the following quote down on paper for Holden and what does the quote mean in relation to Holden’s life: “The mark of the immature man is that he wants to die nobly for a cause, while the mark of the mature man is that he wants to live humbly for one”(188)?

4. Antolini announces to Holden that one possible life path could offer a “beautiful reciprocal arrangement”(189).  Explain this arrangement and explain how Holden could fulfill it.

5. Analyze and interpret Antolini’s comments: “Something else an academic education will do for you.  If you go along with it any considerable distance, it’ll begin to give you an idea what size mind you have.  What it’ll fit and maybe, what it won’t.  After a while, you’ll have an idea what kind of thoughts your particular size mind should be wearing.  For one thing, it may save you an extraordinary amount of time trying on ideas that don’t suit you, aren’t becoming of you.  You’ll begin to know your true measurements and dress your mind accordingly”(190)

6. Analyze and interpret Antolini’s motivation in the following passage: “I woke up all of a sudden.  I don’t know what time it was or anything, but I woke up.  I felt something on my head, some guys hand.  Boy, it really scared hell out of me.  What it was, it was Mr. Antolini’s hand.  What he was doing was, he was sitting on the floor right next to the couch, in the dark and all, and he was sort of petting me or petting me on the goddam head.  Boy, I’ll bet I jumped about a thousand feet”(192).

a. Why does Antolini place his hand on Holden’s head?

b. What could Antolini be “admiring” in Holden?

c. Does Holden overreact?

d. Literary critics have stated that Antolini is playing the catcher in the rye.  How does this argument work in this passage?  

