Into the Wild


Reader’s Response Journal

Entry #2
Directions:

( Respond to 4 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

Carthage

1. Chapter three commences with an excerpt from Leo Tolstoy.  It states: “I wanted movement and not a calm course of existence.  I wanted excitement and danger and the chance to sacrifice myself for my love.  I felt in myself a superabundance of energy which found no outlet in our quiet life”(15)

a. Why would McCandless highlight this passage?  How does it relate to his life or worldview?

b. McCandless changes his last name to Supertramp.  Probe this passage and ascertain an answer why.

2. In this chapter Krakauer traces McCandless’ days in Carthage, South Dakota before he hitchhiked to Alaska.  In a previous chapter we are told that Chris lies to Gallien and says he’s from South Dakota.  Based on this chapter, what prompted McCandless to lie?

3. Explain in detail the relationship Westerberg had with McCandless.

4. Westerberg, in the following passage, touches upon one of our essential questions: Is there a danger in thinking too much?  Answer the question based in his remark, “I think maybe part of what got him into trouble was that he did too much thinking.  Sometimes he tried too hard to make sense of the world, to figure out why people were bad to each other so often”(18).

5. Krakauer makes the assumption that McCandless found a “surrogate family in Westerberg and his employees”(18).  What does he mean by this?

6. Krakauer believes that McCandless liked Westerberg so much because Westerberg was a “Renaissance man.”  Explain his reasoning and support your answer with textual references.

7. There are multiple layers of irony in the following passage – what are they?: “What Walt, Billie, and Carine didn’t know when they flew down to Atlanta to attend Chris’s commencement – what nobody knew – was that he would shortly donate all the money in his college fund to OXFAM America, a charity dedicated to fighting hunger”(20).

8. Krakauer learns from McCandless’ parents that “on principle, he would no longer give or accept gifts”(20).

a. What is the “principle?”

b. What does this suggest about McCandless’ character?

9. In a letter to Carine, his sister, Chris explains why he objects to his parent’s offer of a new car and tuition for graduate school.  What is the philosophical basis of his objection?

10. Chris wrote a brief letter to his parents before “disappearing for awhile.”  Why do you suppose he conceals his intentions from his parents?

Detrital Wash

1. How does the following excerpt pertain to McCandless: “To the desert go prophets and hermits; through deserts go pilgrims and exiles?  Here the leaders of the great religions have sought the therapeutic and spiritual values of retreat, not to escape but to find reality”(25)

2.  In Arizona McCandless abandoned his car and taped the following note to the windshield: “This piece of shit has been abandoned.  Whoever can get it out of here can have it”(26).

a. McCandless easily could have taken the Datsun to the Stampede Trail in Alaska.  Why did he leave it?

 

b. What becomes of the car?
3.  While at Lake Mead, McCandless experiences the destructive forces of a flash flood.  Instead of getting discouraged, he sees this as an opportunity for change.  What does he do?

4. According to Alexander Supertramp, why is it necessary for him not to have a travel itinerary and why is it essential for him to wander aimlessly?

5. In a letter to Wayne Westerberg, McCandless writes: “Sometimes I wish I hadn’t met you though.  Tramping is too easy with all this money.  My days were more exciting when I was penniless and had to forage around for my next meal”(33).

a. Why is “easy” a bad thing for McCandless?

b. What “excitement” does McCandless derive from being “penniless?”

c. Is McCandless virtuous or naïve?  Explain
6. In a letter to Wayne Westerberg, McCandless writes: “As for me, I’ve decided that I’m going to live this life for some time to come”(33).

a. What does “McCandless mean by “this life?”

b. Are we to assume that McCandless had or has suicidal tendencies?

c. Is this a journey to figure out if life is worth living?  Explain

7. Note the language in Supertramp’s journal: “But his entry of Mexico is either unnoticed or ignored.  Alexander is jubilant”(34).  Why does McCandless write about himself in the 3rd person?

8. McCandless places dates in the margins of each journal entry.  How might this be perceived as a contradictory or a hypocritical flaw in Supertramp’s character?

9. What does the following line suggest about McCandless and his self-invented character of Alexander Supertramp: “Completely demoralized and frustrated he lays in his canoe at day’s end and weeps”(35).

10. Alexander Supertramp wants to completely renounce society and turn his back on it.  However, do you believe Supertramp can sustain and live without using what society has to offer?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

11. Supertramp tells us in his journal: “It is the experiences, the memories, the great triumphant joy of living to the fullest extent in which real meaning is found”(37).

a. Supertramp thinks he’s living life to the fullest extent.  Why?  Do you agree with him?

b. Supertramp is seeking “the real meaning” of life.  What is “the real meaning” for Alex and has he found it? 

