Of Mice & Men
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Reader’s Response Journal

Pages 1-16

Entry # 1
Directions:

( Respond to 4 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1. In the opening pages of the novella, Steinbeck establishes the setting

a. What is the setting?

b. How might the setting impact or influence the story?

c. What effect does Steinbeck’s approach have on the reader?

2. In the first chapter Steinbeck frequently refers to rabbits and paths.  How might the two act as symbols and what might they symbolize?

3. Using direct textual references, how does Steinbeck characterize Lennie and George?

4. George observes that Lennie has a dead mouse in his pocket

a. What does this reveal about Lennie’s character?

b. Use this event to help answer on of our essential questions: what does it mean to be of mice and men?

5. Analyze and interpret why George says the following to Lennie: “We’re gonna go an’ see the boss.  Now, look – I’ll give him the work tickets, but you ain’t gonna say a word.  You jus’ stand there and don’t say noting.  If he finds out what a crazy bastard you are, we won’t get no job, but if he sees you work before he hears you talk, we’re set.  Ya got that?”(6).
6. Based on the contextual clues, what might George be talking about in the following line: “O.K., An’ you ain’t gonna do no bad things like you done in Weed, neither”(7).

7. With regards to the following line, how is Lennie’s gentleness overshadowed by his brute force: “Lady, huh?  Don’t even remember who that lady was.  That was your Aunt Clara.  An’ she stopped givin’ ‘em to you.  You always killed ‘em”(9)?

8. George says to Lennie, “God a’mighty, if I was alone I could live so easy.  I could get a job an’ work, an’ no trouble”(11).  Based on this quote and others, does George really wish to be without Lennie?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

9. Explain the circumstances surrounding the following event and explain what the event says about Lennie’s intelligence: “Lennie avoided the bait.  He had sensed his advantage”(13).

10.  George tells Lennie – “With us it ain’t like that.  We got a future.  We got somebody to talk to that gives a damn about us.  We don’t have to sit in no bar room blowin’ in our jack jus’ because we got no place else to go.  If them other guys gets in jail they can rot for all anybody gives a damn.  But not us”(14).

a. Does George believe what he says?  Defend your answer with textual evidence.

b. What future do George and Lennie have?
c. Who gives a damn about George and Lennie?

11. George continually tells Lennie the story about the rabbits and their bright future together.  With respects to both characters, is there a danger in dreaming the impossible dream?  Explain

12.  With regards to foreshadowing, how might Steinbeck be informing his readers of things to come in the following line: “Lennie – if you jus’ happen to get in trouble like you always done before, I want you to come right here an’ hide in the brush.”(15)?

