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Reader’s Response Journal

Entry #1

Pages 1-50
Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1.  Based on the opening pages of the novel, how would you characterize the narrator of the story?

2.  Analyze and interpret the tone of the following admission: “Then, about two weeks after my eighteenth birthday, a month and a half before beginning my final year at Trout High, I discovered I’ll be lucky to be there at the finish.  A warning like that usually comes from the school office, to be ignored until the third notice, but this was from the office and was to be attended to immediately” (2).

3.  With regards to page 3-4, assess Ben’s conflict and the gravity of it.

4.  Based on page 5, how would you characterize Ben’s mother.

5.  Analyze and interpret: “But I have to say, and this will sound strange, the minute Doc said it, I felt a congruence” (6)

6.  Analyze and interpret the song lyrics on page 7 and the autobiographical significance they have for Ben.

7.  Examine the decision alluded to in the following line – “Ben, you might be eighteen but you’re a boy.  If you stick with this ridiculous decision long, it will be too late to change your mind” (9)

8.  Analyze and interpret the motivations that underline the following sentiment: “And I’m trying out for football” (10).
9.  Analyze and interpret: “I teach English here, but in fact, I’m a scientist.  What I know about science is that everything from the smallest atom to the universe itself works because of its parts” (16)
10.  With regards to Ben’s sessions with Marla (pages 21-31), how would you characterize Ben’s therapy?

11.  Examine Ben’s logic and sentiment in the following line: “Let me see if I can make it easier.  I am scared, but not exactly like I’m supposed to be.  When Doc said I was dying, it was like … I don’t know … right.  I can’t explain that, but it’s just true …”(31)

12.  How do you interpret Ben’s dreams about HeySoos (pages 32-33)?

13.  Based on pages 37-38, what purpose does coach serve in the life of Ben?

14.  Based on pages 42-44, why does Ben seem so intent on “messing with” Mr. Lambeer?

15.  With regards to the italicized print on page 47-50, consider the following question – “who am I?”

16.  Analyze and interpret: “It is what it is.  You wouldn’t be the first.  But you worry about your legacy and you’ll spend all your time trying to create something you have no control over.  It’s all in good works, my man.  It’s about influence, about what people do in your name after you’re gone” (49).

