RULE OF THE BONE
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Reader’s Response 

Entry # 8

Pages 251-284

Pages 285-328

Directions:

( Respond to 4 questions for pages 251-284 & 4 questions for pages 285-328. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1. What exactly is “weird” about the following situation – “I was pretty used to that from hanging with I-Man of course but it was weird to see my fellow white Americans getting suddenly all nervous and loud and dumb like they couldn’t read the signs and the black people couldn’t speak English” (253)?

2. With regards to the spider on page 260, how might it serve as a symbol or moment of foreshadowing in the book?

3. Bone tells us that “I-Man’s posse was a little like the men of Adirondack Iron” (262).  Based on direct textual references, support Bone’s claim.  Moreover, do you think this is a good situation for Bone?

4. Analyze and interpret Bone’s rationale for stating, “I was getting my picture of I-Man slightly revised you might say” (264).

5. As a minority in Jamaica, Bone realizes that he can financially benefit from being white.  Based on page 269, what exactly is his reasoning?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

6. Bone has apparently found the friend and parent he’s longed for in I-Man.  With regard to the following excerpt, what parenting and friendship advice is Bone giving the reader – “It’s important for me to remember that even though I-Man usually knew what I was going to do before I did he never tried to make me do it” (270)?

7. Analyze and interpret the context surrounding the following scene and Bone’s reaction to it: “I know him.  I know his face, way down deep inside of me, like in my chest …” (271).
8. Perform a thorough diction analysis on what Bone is actually saying about having seen his father – “I was bleeding and muddy and all but I felt like I’d finally woken up from one of those nightmares that trick you into thinking you’re awake …” (272)

9. One of the principle themes in the novel is that of acceptance and belonging.  With regards to the questions Bone asks of himself before meeting his father (278), what motivates him to ask them?

10. Based on Doc’s reaction (283-284), has Bone finally found acceptance and belonging?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

11. Analyze and interpret the source of Bone’s emotional state: “Then he said, Ah, Jesus, Chappie …” (284)
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1. Based on the events of pages 290-291, is Paul being truthful with Bone in regards to his reasons for leaving the family?  Support your answer with a direct textual reference.

2. Analyze and interpret Bone’s reasoning: “I guess from being around so many different types of people all her life and smoking excellent herb all these many years she didn’t have any more words left inside her that were strong enough to block out the words …” (295)
3. What does I-Man mean when he says, “In Jamaica de ‘oman be like a shadow, Jan, an’ de man be like an arrow” (296)?

4. Analyze the conflict on pages 298-301 between Bone’s expectations and his reality with regards to:

a. His B-day

b. I-Man

c. His father

5. Betrayal is the most prominent theme in the novel.  Analyze and interpret this theme with regards to pages 301-304.  How has Bone betrayed I-Man?  How has I-Man betrayed Bone?  How has Doc betrayed Bone, I-Man, and Evening Star?

6. On page 309 Bone reflects upon why he betrayed I-Man.  Is this a justifiable, reasonable explanation?  Refer directly to the text to support your answer.

7. Analyze and interpret Bone’s transformation: “It’s funny how when you change the way you look on the outside even if it’s only with a tattoo you feel different on the inside …” (313).

8. With regards to page 314, perform a thorough diction analysis on what Bone means by wisdom.

9. Bone is met with a difficult decision: stay with his father and Evening Star, or go to Accompang with I-Man.  What motivates his decision?  Use a quote to help support your answer.
10. On pages 319-328, Bone endeavors upon a dreamlike trance with I-Man and his friends.  What does this dream reveal about Bone and his perceptions of race?

11. On pages 319-328, Bone endeavors upon a dreamlike trance with I-Man and his friends.  What does the dream reveal about Bone’s transformation as a character and his discovery of I-Self?

