RULE OF THE BONE
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Reader’s Response 

Entry # 7

Pages 210-250

Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1. Explain Bone’s reaction to his grandmother – “At the door when I took off my doorag on account of it was soaked ...” (212-213).

2. Play armchair psychologist and analyze what really prompts Bone’s anger and his disrespect to his grandmother (pgs 214-217).

3. With regards to Chappie’s grandma and pages 214-218, why is it that he deems her to be a superficial, disingenuous person?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

4. Analyze and interpret Bone’s man vs. self conflict with regards to his father and pages 218-222.  Why is he struggling to come to grips with the information his grandmother is relaying to him?  And why does he simultaneously relish it?

5. Based on the exchange on page 224, why is Bone so passive aggressive in discussing Ken with his grandmother?

6. Analyze and interpret the context surrounding Bone’s sentiment: “I’d say the night that I walked out of Au Sable forever in the rain was one of the weirdest nights of my life except that nothing happened ... But even though nothing happened it was on the outside because inside I was like tripping only I wasn’t high or anything” (226)

7. Interpret the literal and figurative implications of the following statement: “I actually kind of was a mass murderer ...” (227).  Why does Bone maintain these thoughts?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

8. Analyze and interpret: “Sometimes I guess you do a bad thing in order not to do a worse thing that you can’t stop yourself from doing” (228).

9. As Bone plays and rewinds the murder scene in his head over and over again (228-230), his emotional state gravitates toward Willie the cat.  Why?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

10. Analyze and interpret Bone’s internal conflict and motivations behind the following event: “The concrete post was slippery under my feet though.  And when I noticed that I realized I didn’t want to fall off the bridge into the chasm and bust myself upon the rocks by accident ...” (230).

11. What does Bone’s diction reveal about his character – “... and the bus getting bigger and bigger until it was the only thing I could see this big banged up yellow school bus with huge green ... (233)?

12. Analyze and interpret: “That’s when I decided I’d better do more listening and less talking” (235)

a. What “truths” is Bone learning from I-Man?

b. For Bone, why is it better to listen than to speak?

13. Analyze and interpret why Bone has come to begin to understand his self: “Now my head was like permanately located halfway between ...” (236)

14. Analyze and interpret Bone’s sentiment and the context surrounding the following scene: “But I was already missing I-Man more than I’d ever missed my own mom even or my real father ...” (239).

15. Perform a thorough diction analysis of Bone’s comment: “I remember thinking you live from moment to moment and the moments flow into one another ...” (245-246).

16. Analyze and interpret Bone’s moral dilemma.  Is he making the correct, ethical choice – “Do you think it’s wrong for me to be using Buster’s money for this?  I’m like worried ...” (247).

17. Analyze and interpret: “I’m thinking, Bone, man, where ever you were before you’re on the other side now” (250).

