RULE OF THE BONE
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Reader’s Response 

Entry # 6

Pages 184-209

Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1. Analyze and interpret Bone’s façade and his man vs. self conflict: “That’s the moment I chose to back off and then slip away and head quickly out to the street before I started to cry or worry about what was going to befall Sister Rose when she got to Milwaukee and had to reunite with her mom” (187).
2. Examine the irony surrounding the following situation: “Oh, we know Russ! the wife chirped and whitey shot her a look like keep out of this and I’m thinking oh shit I’ve blown it, the guy is on to me somehow and he knows more than I thought or else he knows stuff I don’t” (188).

3. Through our discussions we’ve established that an integral component of Chappie’s identity is that he lacks social/familial acceptance.  How does Ken’s reaction to Bone’s return reinforce this idea?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

4. Is Ken uttering the truth in the following line – “Well, Chappie, I am glad to see you, he said.  No shit, I am.  I’m sorry for being such a hardass there.  It’s just, there’s been a lot of people upset since you disappeared.  Especially your mom.  Your grandma too.  And me too, believe it or not.  Even me” (192)?

5. Analyze and interpret the importance of language and Bone’s transformation as an individual in the following excerpt: “I wanted to hear the words one more time, that’s all, and for him to take one more step toward me.  Just one.  Because I wanted to kill him …” (195).

6. Explain why Bone might feel the following sentiment: “Standing out there on the deck I felt incredibly calm and almost old, like I was an elderly and had already lived my whole life and was waiting around to die …” (196)
7. Analyze and interpret Bone’s thought process – “…I stopped for a minute and thought about Willie and wondered if he’d be alive if I hadn’t run away.  Probably none of us’d be alive if I hadn’t run away …”(196-197).

8. What prompts Bone to think – “For the first time I understood how these pissed-off ex-employees or some divorced guy who didn’t get child custody can walk into a post office or a Pizza Hut full of people and pull out his heater …” (198-199)?

9. In the following passage, analyze Bone’s conflict: “I almost felt invisible or like I was watching a movie with me in it even …” (199).

10.  On pages 202-209, Bone acknowledges to himself that Ken serves a wedge between him and his mother.  Based on direct textual references, why doesn’t Bone tell his mother the truth about Ken?

11.  Analyze and interpret what is being expressed about identity, self-image, and the importance of a name in the following line: “With them I was the Bone whether they knew it or not but with my stepfather I was still little Chappie lying in the dark alone” (202).

12.  Bone returns home with the hopes of perhaps assuming the old life of Chappie.  Based on pages 204-209, how do we know which identity our protagonist will choose (Chappie or Bone)?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

13.  What’s the significance of the chapter’s title “Red Rover?”  Use a quote to help support your answer.

14. Analyze and interpret: “But I think she kind of wanted me dead, that she actually had all along preferred me missing and presumed dead to being where and what I was not …” (208)

