Into the Wild

Play-Doh Identity Construction

Directions

☺ Despite being of the same flesh and bones, Chris McCandless and Alexander Supertramp are two distinctively different characters.  Prior to leaving North Carolina and heading out west, McCandless had a different set of core values and a different worldview.  On his journey he realized that he could reinvent his person and start life over, at which time he changed his name and life focus.  This assignment will help you understand the differences between the two characters.  Please keep in mind that Supertramp is an alter-ego comprised of certain ideological views from London, Thoreau, and Tolstoy.  Here’s what you need to do:

□ Chris McCandless changes his name to Alexander Supertramp and seeks to create a new identity for himself.  With ½ of your clay, mold or sculpt the three things Alexander Supertramp hated most about Chris McCandless.

□ Alexander Supertramp, as we have seen in our reading, has character flaws.  Locate three of those flaws and mold or sculpt the remaining clay into a representation of what McCandless would disapprove most of in Supertramp’s character.  Or, you can opt to sculpt the three characteristic traits of Supertramp that McCandless would most admire.
□ For each clay sculpture, write a minimum of one paragraph explaining your depiction.  You will need one direct textual reference for each paragraph.

Work hard, ask questions, and have some fun!!

