A Kuhn Sanctioned English Language & Composition Free-Response Question
Question 3


(Suggested time – 40 minutes.  This question counts one-third of the total 
essay section score.)

In Book I of Plato’s Republic, Socrates and Thrasymachus conclude their rhetorical joust with indecision.  With regards to the question – what is justice? – neither man comes to a satisfactory definition.  The passage below is from the concluding paragraph of Book I


I left that inquiry and turned away to consider whether justice is virtue and 
wisdom, or evil and folly; and when there arose a further question about 
the comparative advantages of justice and injustice, I could not refrain 
from passing on to that.  And the result of the whole discussion has been 


that I know nothing at all.  For I know not what justice is, and therefore I 


am not likely to know whether it is or not a virtue, nor can I say whether

the just man is happy or unhappy.

In a well-written essay, resolve Socrates’ dilemma by answering the following questions: what is justice and what is virtue?  Support your position with evidence from your reading, observation, and/or experience.
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