The Perks of Being a Wallflower


Reader’s Response Journal

Entry #4

Part Four and Epilogue

Directions:

( Respond to 8 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1.  On pages 142-145, Charlie goes to the mall to observe people.  With regards to this particular episode, what are the perks of being a wallflower?

2.  What is Charlie’s motive in asking Susan the following question – “Do you ever miss him?” (144)?

3.  Analyze and interpret the event and underlying conflicts in the following scene: “But after you’ve known [Bob] for a while, he starts to repeat these things.  In the last few weeks, he hasn’t said anything that I haven’t heard from him before.  That’s what made it such a shock when he told me what happened” (146).

4.  Analyze and interpret the conflict and its climax in the following scenario: “After that, whenever I saw him around anywhere, he didn’t look like he was there.  He looked like he was someplace else.  And I think, I knew that because that’s how people used to say I was.  Maybe they still do.  I’m not sure” (150)

5.  Analyze and interpret what prompts these words: If you ever do this again, I’ll tell everyone.  And if that doesn’t work, I’ll blind you” (151).

6.  Answer Patrick’s questions and what they ultimately imply about peer groups: “You ever think, Charlie, that our group is the same as any other group like the football team?  And the only difference between us is what we wear and why we wear it?” (155).

7.  Analyze and interpret Patrick’s sentiment and its source: “I’ll tell you something, Charlie.  I feel good.  You know what I mean?  Really good.  Like I’m free or something.  Like I don’t have to pretend anymore.  I’m going away to college, right?  It’ll be different there.  You know what I mean? (156)

8.  Unpack the irony of the following statement: “She was the valedictorian.  And everyone knew it when she went up to give her speech! (159)

9.  What is the purpose of the storieson page 159-160?

10.  Analyze and interpret the following event: “After a while, his eyes lost the glazy numb look from the wine or the coffee or the fact that he stayed up the night before.  Then, he started crying.  Then, he started talking about Brad.  And I just let him,because that’s what friends are for (160-161)


a).  Is Charlie questioning his sexuality or just projecting what he deems to be a 


good friend?


b).  What prompts Patrick to kiss Charlie?


c).  Why does Patrick cry?

11.  Why is the following line from The Fountainhead so important to Charlie: “I would die for you.  But I won’t live for you” (169)?

12.  On page 177, Craig and Peter grapple with the semantics of what is “right” with regards to withholding the fact that Craig has been cheating on Sam.  How “right” and “wrong” are Peter’s reasons?

13.  Unpack the purpose and meaning of Bill’s statement: “Charlie.  Please don’t take this the wrong way.  I’m not trying to make you feel uncomfortable.  I just want you to know that you’re very special … and the only reason I’m telling you is that I don’t know if anyone else ever has” (181).

14.  Analyze and interpret the motivation and purpose of Sam’s question: “Why didn’t you ask me out when the whole Craig thing happened? (199)

15.  Unpack Sam’s advice to Charlie: “ You can’t just sit there and put everybody’s lives ahead of yours and think that counts as love.  You just can’t.  You have to do things” (200).
16.  Base don pages 200-204, Sam gives Charlie several of the downsides of being a wallflower.  How valid is her stance?  Refer directly to the text in basing your claims.

17.  Why does Charlie “ruin” his one opportunity to consummate his relationship with Sam?

18.  What does Charlie mean when he says to Sam – “I can’t do that anymore.  I’m sorry” (203)?

19.  Within the context of Sam leaving and the emotions it stirs in Charlie, analyze and interpret the following passage: “I don’t know what I’m supposed to do now.  I know other people have it a lot worse.  I do know that, but it’s crashing in anyway, and I just can’t stop thinking that the little kid eating French fries with his mom in the shopping mall is going to grow up and hit my sister.  I’d do anything …” (205)

EPILOGUE

21.  Analyze and interpret the implications of the following passage: “I don’t really want to talk about the questions and the answers.  But I kind of figured out that everything I dreamt about my Aunt Helen was true.  And after a while, I realized that it happened every Saturday when we would watch television.


a).  What did Charlie dream about?


b).  What is the “it” that happened every Saturday?


c).  With regards to this event, what are the perks of being a wallflower?

22.  Based on pages 210-211, explain how Charlie rationalizes “blaming.”

23.  Analyze and interpret: “But even if we don’t have the power to choose where we come from, we can still choose where we go from there” (211).

