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Directions:

( Respond to 10 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.

1. Based on the first paragraph of the novel, consider the following:

a. Who is Charlie writing to?

b. Why is his anonymity so important?

2. What does the following plea suggest about Charlie’s faith in mankind – “I just wanted to know that someone out there listens and understands and doesn’t try to sleep with people even if they could have.  I need to know that these people exist” (2)?

3.  Charlie tells us, “I try to think of my family as the reason for me being this way, especially after my friend Michael stopped going to school one day last spring, and we heard Mr. Vaughn’s voice on the loudspeaker” (2-3)


a).  What does Charlie mean by “this way?”


b).  Based on his family’s reaction, how might they be to blame?  Explain


c).  What does Michael have to do with how Charlie shapes his identity?

4.  To what extent does Charlie blame himself for Michael’s suicide?  Use a quote to support your answer.

5. Place the following excerpt beneath one of our essential questions: why is there such an enormous gap between the world of adults and the world of teenagers? – “For the rest of the school year, the teachers treated me different and gave me better grades even though I didn’t get any smarter.  To tell you the truth, I think I made them nervous” (4).

6.  Analyze the underlying conflicts in the following episode – “My Aunt Helen lived with the family for the last few years of her life because something very bad happened to her.  Nobody would tell me …” (5-6)


a).  What do you suppose happened to Aunt Helen?  Base your answer within the 


text.


b).  Why does Charlie’s dad slap him?


c).  How does Charlie internalize the silence and secrecy?

7.  On pages 7-8 Charlie details a fight he has with Sean.  With regards to his characterization, what is significant abut Charlie’s reaction?

8. Look up the lyrics to The Smith’s song “Asleep.”  How and to what extent do these lyrics reflect Charlie’s life?

9.  Charlie witnesses his sister get hit by her boyfriend.  In retrospect he says, “I guess he stood up to his bully.  And I guess that makes sense” (11)


a).  Why does this make sense to Charlie?

10.  On page 12, Charlie accidentally witnesses his sister and her boyfriend having sex.  With regards to the events that follow, what are the perks of being a wallflower?

11.  With regards to the M*A*S*H* incident on pages 16-17, how does Charlie’s notion of masculinity differ from his father’s?

12.  What does the following passage suggest about the relationship Charlie has with his parents: “For me personally, as much as I don’t understand my mom and dad and as much as I fell sorry for both of them sometimes, I can’t help but love them …”(18)?

13.  On pages 20-21, Charlie details a dream he has about Sam.  Why does he feel “ashamed” about the dream and what is the essence of his self-conflict?

14.  On pages 22-24, Patrick gives Charlie advice about girls.  Breakdown Patrick’s reasoning; are his statements accurate?  Support your answer with the text.

15.  Analyze and interpret Charlie’s English teacher’s (Bill’s) statement: “Not necessarily.  It’s just that sometimes people use thought to not participate in life” (24).

16.  Analyze and interpret what the following advice from Bill means to Charlie: “Charlie, we accept the love we think we deserve” (24).

 17.  Analyze and interpret the events on page 25

a).  Did Charlie betray his sister and did he do the right thing?


b).  Why does the mom say “Don’t ever say that about anyone again.  Not even 


me”?

18.  On page 28 Charlie tells us that Bill gave him a copy of Peter Pan to read.  To what extent does Charlie’s life mirror the story of Peter Pan?

19.  Analyze and interpret the tension, awkwardness, and conflict of the following exchange:



- “Did they know you were in here?”



- “Yes.  They asked if they could have the room.”



- “Why didn’t you stop them?”



- “I didn’t know what they were doing.”



- “You pervert.”  Was the last thing my sister said before she left the 



room, still carrying the bowl of potato chips” (31).

20.  Unpack the various conflicts at play in the following passage: “The next day at the homecoming dance, I saw them dancing together.  Dave and his girl.  And I got really mad …” (32)

21.  What are the various conflicts of Charlie’s question – “We should tell someone, shouldn’t we?” (32)?

22.  Analyze and interpret Charlie’s sentiment and its source: “I feel infinite” (33).

23.  Answer Charlie’s questions in the following passage: “Patrick then took me out of the room and closed the door.  He put his hands on both of my shoulders and looked me straight in the eye.



-“Brad doesn’t want people to know.”



-“Why?”



-“Because he’s scared.”



-“Why?”



-“Because he is …” (36)

24.  Analyze and interpret why this event occurs and the impact it has on Charlie: “Bob raised his drink and asked everyone to do the same.



-“To Charlie”



-And the whole group said, “To Charlie.”



- I didn’t know why they did that, but it was very special to me that they 



did. Especially Sam.  Especially her” (38)

25.  Analyze and interpret the irony of the following scene: “I did notice that Brad and Patrick never talked once during the whole dance because Brad was off dancing with a cheerleader named Nancy, who is his girlfriend.  And I did notice that my sister was dancing with the boy she wasn’t supposed to even though a different boy picked her up at the house.”

26.  This is the second time that Charlie states – “And in that moment, I swear we were infinite” (39).  What does he mean by this?

