Nature of Parent-Child Relationships


Sometimes a parent’s good intentioned expectations can have dire consequences for a child.  Despite the best wishes of parents, kids often grow up resentful of their parent’s desires.  In fact, sometimes children feel consumed by expectations that are too high.  This idea is depicted in “Flashcards” and “The Portrait.”
A child is doomed if they cannot escape the shadow of a parent’s self-centeredness.  Whether it be drug addiction or an unbending dream that cannot be obtained, parents sometimes destroy a child’s sense of self with their self-absorption.  This idea is especially true in “Flashcards” and “When You Forget to Feed Your Gerbil.”

For some children as they reach adulthood, it is essential for them to forgive the misgivings of their parents.  Despite the best intentions of parents, sometimes their parenting can go astray.  It is only through this forgiveness that a bond between child and parent can be reestablished.  This idea is portrayed in “Flashcards” and “Not Bad, Dad, Not Bad.”
