Essential Question

Research Paper


11 Regents English

Assignment Rationale & Overview

In a recent interview on NPR (National Public Radio), Bill Gates was asked the following question: What’s the one thing every American high school student must know in order to be professionally successful?  Without so much as a second guess, Gates responded – “Research.”  Much like Bill Gates, all of the 11R English teachers firmly believe that we are doing you a grave disservice if you leave Sperry without knowing how to accurately and intelligently conduct research.  Whether you’re headed to college, the military, or the workforce – you will unquestionably be asked to engage in the research method at some point in your academic or professional career.

Over the course of the next two weeks, your English teacher, along with the library staff, will introduce you to the many facets of research.  We will explore everything from MLA formatting regulations to utilizing the library databases; acquainting ourselves with Noddletools to learning the actual organizational structure of the paper.  While researching can be imposing and confusing, we will walk you through the steps while providing plenty of instructional support and model samples.

Requirements & Guidelines

□ Write a 4-6 page research paper that adheres to MLA formatting regulations

□ Pose an essential question that is both researchable and debatable 

☺Should Pete Rose be inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame?

☺ Can the war on terror be won?

☺ Are the Beatles the greatest rock-n-roll band of all time?

☺ Does the U.S. have a moral obligation to the people of Darfur?

☺ What breed of dog is the safest for small children?

☺ Is global warming a hoax of the Democratic party?

□ Avoid vague questions and those that you’ll have difficulty finding research for

[image: image1]
☺ Who is more marketable: Miley Cyrus or Hannah Montana?

☺ Who is the greatest American Idol of all time?

☺ What’s the better game console: X-Box 360 or PS3?

☺ Should abortion be legal?

☺ Is the guy in yesterday’s skateboarding magazine better than Tony Hawk?
□ You must use at least one book and incorporate into your research paper

□ You need a minimum of five resources that come from bona-fide sources such as the library databases (Pro-Quest, CQ Researcher, Eric, EBSCO, Gale).  Please ensure that your resources are varied and don’t reiterate the same point tirelessly

□ Include a title page and works cited page

□ Cite your sources accurately

□ Avoid plagiarizing at all costs.  This means that you’ll need to give credit where credit is due
□ Over the course of two weeks, we will gradually construct this paper.  Several smaller assignments will be given, and if these assessments are not completed, your overall grade will be compromised

□ This is a benchmark assessment of 11 Regents English.  What this means is that every student must complete it – it is a requirement of the course.  If you neglect to write the research paper by the end of the quarter, you will receive an incomplete and will not move on to 12R English until the assignment is completed.
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Essential Question Research Paper

Daily Schedule

DAY I: 


Introduction to the paper


Brainstorming essential questions


MLA Workstations

DAY II:


Library Presentation (Databases & NoodleTools)


Find a minimum of 1 resource and complete 3 NoodleTool Notecards & workscited 
page

DAY III:


Research and individual conferences


Locate a minimum of four resources.  Document these sources on your works cited 
page and print by the end of class

DAY IV: 


Introduction to argumentation and the organizational structure of the paper


Submit an outline for your paper by the end of the class


You are required to have a minimum of 5-8 resources

DAY V:


Breaking down model essays in class


Draft introductions 


Structure of the paragraph


Begin writing paper

DAY VI:


Individual writing conferences


Drafting paper in class

FINAL DUE DATE: ______________________________________
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Step #3:  Of the two potential topics you arrived at, select one of these topics.  Write this topic in the box labeled “Final Choice.”  Then, based on the subtopics you developed, fill in the box labeled “subtopic.”  To the right of that box, list any questions you might have concerning the subtopic.

	Final Choice:

	
	

	Subtopic
	Questions I have…

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Step 4:  To arrive at the thesis statement, select one of the questions you have, and simply answer that question.

	Thesis Statement


On behalf of all the 11R English teachers, we wish you the best.  Please know that you can ask any of us for assistance.  Work hard, ask questions, and have some fun!!








Your Name Here



































Step #2:  Look at the four topics you developed on the previous sheet.  Now select two of those topics and fill them in the appropriate box.  From these two topics, list subtopics that you might be interested in researching.





Step #1:  Write your name in the middle circle.  Then, fill in topics that interest you in the remaining four circles.  For instance, if you are interested in unicorns, candy corn, Lady Gaga, and peanut-brittle, you would fill in the remaining four circles to reflect these interests.





Potential Topic



































Potential Topic


























