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Directions:

♦ We’re going to do something a little different with regards to the journal as we tackle this play.  Oleanna is sectioned into three acts.  Listed below are all the questions for the play.  I want you to take approximately five questions per act for a total of 15 responses (do the math – that’s approximately 5 questions for each act).  On a different note, I’d also like to see you stagger your responses.  What I mean by this is this – several of you proceed through an entry and respond to questions 1-5 and say, “whoopee, I’m done.”  In doing so, you’ve completely ignored the other half of the questions.  Stagger your responses.  For example, respond, say, to questions 3, 7, 11, and 14.  As always, strive for at least 3-5 sentences per response.

Act I:

1.  Prior to even reading the opening exchanges from John and Carol, how might the setting present a conflict for the two of them?

2.  How might the opening conversation with his wife make John vulnerable to Carol?

3.  On a syntactical level, page 5 poses an interesting dilemma for John while also providing an interesting opportunity for Carol.  Place the three words in quotation marks beneath the lens of one of our essential questions – “To what extent is language a ‘two-way street?’

4.  Based on the exchange from pages 6-14, consider 3 of our essential questions:


a).  What are the social mechanisms of power and abuse?


b).  When is it that failure is not an option?


c).  To what extent are our educational practices flawed?

5.  What’s the purpose of John’s anecdote about “stupidity” on pages 15-16?

6.  On pages 18-19, John breaks down the concepts of fear and self-perception.  How can Carol “twist” his words to suit her agenda?
7.  Repetition in literature typically creates significant meaning.  The word “personal” is repeated several times on page 19.  What is its significance?

8.  Carol poses an interesting question to John – “Why did you stay here with me?” (20).  Why does he stay, especially in light of the fact that he seems to have more pressing issues?

9.  On page 22, John mentions the “exploitation” that often occurs in education between teachers and students.  What becomes of this exploitation when we reverse the relationship (student-teacher)?

10.  John mentions his tenure evaluation and subsequent procedural ‘stuff’ on page 23.  Based on his comments, consider a few of our essential questions:


a).  What are the social mechanisms of power and abuse?


b).  What are the correlations between education and hazing?


c).  To what extent are our educational practices flawed?

11.  John announces to Carol, “We’ll start the whole course over.  Your grade in an “A.”  Your final grade is an “A” (25).


a).  Why does John do this?  What is his motive?


b).  Since we already know the outcome of the play (we read the book 
jacket!!), why does Carol still manipulate John and sabotage his 
career and family?

12.  With regards to pages 26-27, is John speaking implicitly (is he beating around the bush) or is he speaking sincerely and matter-of-factly?  Defend your answer with the text.
13.  On pages 28-31, one of our essential questions gets introduced – what are the correlations between education and hazing?  Based on this exchange, examine the implications of this question and its impact on the story.

14.  John repeatedly uses the words “provoke” and “force” on page 32.  Place these words beneath the lens of one of our essential questions – To what extent is language a ‘two-way street’?

15.  Unpack what ‘it’ means in the following statement – “I do it because I love it” (35).

16.  A tense moment occurs on page 36.


a).  Analyze and interpret the ‘shoulder touch’


b).  Why and how have John’s statements conflicted Carol


c).  Who has the power in this moment?

17.  How does the exchange on page 41 foreshadow events to come?

  

Oleanna

1.  Act II begins with Carol back in John’s office.  Why?  What are John’s motivatons?  Why does Carol even bother to come?
2.  John rationalizes his desire to obtain tenure.  How do these desires parallel Carol’s initial motives for coming to his office?  In addition, consider John’s question – “What is the price of this security” (44)?

3.  “Retract” is repeated three times on page 46.  What significance does this word hold for both characters?

4.  The report that Carol submitted to the Tenure Committee is referenced on pages 47-49.  Carefully analyze its diction and place it beneath the lens of one of our essential questions – “To what extent is language a ‘two-way street?’”

5.  Carol’s request triggers a turning point in the story.  With regards to power, what gets “turned?”

6.  Carol frequently refers to “my group” (51).  What does she mean by this?

7.  Carol thoroughly states her “beef” with John and offers an explanation of her position and motives.  Unpack what she’s saying on page 52.

8.  Analyze and interpret the final scene of Act II from some of our essential questions:


a).  When is it that failure is not an option?


b).  To what extent are our educational practices flawed?


c).  To what extent are perceptions in the eye of the beholder?


d).  What are the social mechanisms of power and abuse?



1.  What’s the purpose of this third meeting in John’s office from both character’s perspective?

2.  With regards to pages 63-64, analyze the diction of “alleged” and “proved.”  How does Carol spin both words?

3.  Considering Carol’s comments on page 64-65, examine one of our essential questions – “What are the correlations between education and hazing?”
4.  Based on Carol’s remarks on page 66-67, consider one of our essential questions – “To what extent is language a ‘two-way street’”?

5.  On page 68, Carol projects how John might perceive her.  Analyze this perception and whether or not it accurately portrays her characterization.

6.  We’ve already noted, repetition in literature should trigger our “aaha” sensibilities.  On pages 68-70, ‘power’ is used several times.  What significance does this word have on this scene?

7.  Unpack the following comment: “I say, it was not.  I say IT was NOT.  Don’t you begin to see …?  Don’t you understand?  It’s NOT FOR YOU TO SAY” (70).

8.  Carol considers retracting her statements to the Tenure Committee in exchange that John’s book be banned from the university.  Why doesn’t John accept the offer?

9.  Carol twists the semantics of “rape” on pages 77-78.  In this instance, consider the correlation between language and power.

10.  What are the ramifications of the last scene for John and Carol?  Defend your response with the text.

11.  Analyze and interpret the repetition of “Yes.  That’s right” (80).  Why does Mamet close his play in this manner?

