2009 AP® English Language And Composition

Free-Response Question

Question 3

(Suggested time – 40 minutes.  This question counts for one-third of the total essay section.)

The image below is from Google Images.  Google has refused to remove an image that depicts Michelle Obama with monkey features, but has purchased online ads apologizing and explaining how its search results work.  The image, which appears as the top search result when "Michelle Obama" is entered into Google Images, has led to protests that it is offensive and racist and should be removed. Google has decided not to remove the image but has instead opted to take out an ad, which sits above the picture on the relevant Google Images web page, to explain its decision. The ad runs with the headline "An explanation of our search results".  The US search engine company said its policy was "not to remove a page from our search results simply because its content is unpopular or because we receive complaints concerning it.” Aware of the potential criticism over the stance, Google explained in its ad that as a search engine it was not responsible for questionable online content ranking highly on its website.

Examine the image carefully and then write an essay in which you support, refute, or qualify Google’s decision.  Support your argument with appropriate evidence.
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