Critical Lens Essay for Literature Circles

Your Task:

Write a critical essay in which you discuss two works of literature from the particular perspective of one of the statements listed below (NOTE: ONE TEXT MUST BE Your Book Club Text.  Provide a valid interpretation of the statement, agree or disagree with the statement as you have interpreted it, and support your opinion using specific references to appropriate literary elements from the two works.  You may use scrap paper to plan your response.  Write your essay on separate sheets of paper:

Critical Lens: ONLY BASE YOUR ESSAY ON ONE OF THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS


Basic Rules:

1. Follow the Recipe

2. Create Killer Syllogisms

3. Thoroughly Address Both Texts
☺ All that is literature seeks to communicate power


☺ I like flawed characters because somewhere in them I see more of the truth


☺ In this world goodness is destined to be defeated


☺ The right good book is always a book of travel; it is about a life’s journey


☺ A person is a person through other persons


☺ In a dark time, the eye begins to see


☺ Things can happen in some cities and the tale of them will be interesting; the same story laid in another city would be ridiculous


☺ We do not read novels for improvement or instruction


☺ Good people … are good because they’ve come to wisdom through failure


☺All literature shows us the power of emotion.  It is emotion, not reason, that motivates characters in literature


☺ If the literature we are reading does not wake us, why then do we read it?  A literary work must be an ice-axe to break the sea frozen inside us?


☺The bravest of individuals is the one who obeys his or her conscience


☺ All literature is protest.  You can’t name a single literary work that isn’t protest


☺ What lasts is what is written.  We look to literature to find the essence of an age


☺All conflict in literature is, in its simplest form, a struggle between good and evil


☺ It is the responsibility of the writer to expose our many grievous faults and failures and to hold up to the light our dark and dangerous dreams, for purpose of improvement


☺A story must be exceptional enough to justify its telling; it must have something more unusual to relate than the ordinary experience of every average man and woman


☺ It is not what an author says, but what he or she whispers, that is important


☺ When writers write from a place of insight and real caring about the truth, they have the ability to throw the light on for the reader 








